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Islamic news agency in plight 

AMMAN (R) — The bead of the Jeddah-based International 
Islamic News Agency (1INA) said Wednesday it was in a critical 
situation with no money to pnv its 20 staff. Acting Director- 
General Ahmad Farraj saiu: " rhe agency’s situation is still 
critital. We have a big finau.^ piouism. We need funds to pay 
salanes and debts.” The agency, set up by the Organisation .of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) in 1972, runs on contributions from 
the 46 OIC members. Mr. Farraj, questioned about press 
reports on the plight of UNA, told Reuters in a telephone 
interview he presented a detailed report to the OIC summit in 
Kuwait last month. He said the OIC meeting derided to form a 
committee to study ways of reviving the agency. Mr. Farraj said 
he did not know when the committee would meet. 
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Arap Moi accepts King’s invitation 

NAIROBI (Petra) — Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh delivered a 
message on Wednesday to Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi 
from His Majesty King Hussein. The message included an 
invitation for the Kenyan leader to visit Jordan. The president 
accepted the invitation and promised to make it as soon as 
possible. He asked Dr. Hamzeh to convey his best wishes to the 
King and success for his efforts for reestablishing stability and 
peace in the Middle East region. The Kenyan president 
expressed hope that his visit to Jordan would mark the 
beginning of a new era of economic and political cooperation 
between Kenya and Jordan. Dr. Hamzeh is in Kenya attending 
a health conference organised by the World Health 
Organisation and the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF). 
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CB J reports 
higher deposits 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) announced 
on Wednesday that its deposits of 
gold and foreign currency 
amounted to JD 780,1 million by 
the end of November 1986, reg- 
istering an increase of JD 29.535 
million over deposits registered at 
the end of same month of the 
previous year. The announce- 
ment said that out of the amount, 
the CBJ owned JD 366.767 mil- 
lion and the local commercial 
banks owned the rest of the 
amount. 

Kuwait reiterates 
hope for summit 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s Fore- 
ign Minister Sheikh Sabah A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah on Wednesday 
reiterated calls for a long-delayed 
Arab summit to be convened. 
“We are in need of a meeting at 
this time because of dangers fac- 
ing the Arab World and conspir- 
acies directed against it." he told 
reporters. He said contacts be- 
tween Arab leaders on the side- 
lines of an Islamic summit in 
Kuwait last month were positive 
and he hoped they would pave 
the way for a summit to be held 
soon. 

Beni: Waite 
will be freed 
‘very soon’ 

BEIRUT (R) — Shi’ite Muslim 
militia chieftain Nabih Bern said 
Wednesday that missing Anglican 
church hostage negotiator Terry 
Waite will be released “very 
soon.” Mr. Beni spoke at a news 
conference in Damascus. He said 
last Friday that Mr. Waite would 
be released “within 48 frours.” 
But so far there has been no sign 
of the burly Briton who dis-' 
appeared in west Beirut Jan. 20. 
Mr. Berri on Wednesday rejected 
a claim by the Revolutionary 
Justice Organisation, which holds 
Americans and French hostages, 
that Mr. Waite was a spy. “This 
man is a respected man of reli- 

S 'on, of international reputation. 

e is straight and honest, and his 
role is only to be a referee 
(mediator),” Mr. Beni said in 
English. 

Aziz in Paris 

PARIS (R) — Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz arrived on 
Wednesday from Baghdad, air- 
port officials said. They said Mr. 
Aziz declined to comment on the 
purpose of his visit or to say bow 
long, he planned to stay in France. 
France has dose military and 
economic ties with Iraq but the 
right-wing government of Prime 
Minister Jacques Chirac has also 
sought to improve relations with 
Iran. 

Shevardnadze and 
Cordovez see 
progress towards 
Afghan peace 

MOSCOW (R) — Diego Cor- 
dovez, the United Nations 
mediator in the Afghan conflict, 
and Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze agreed on 
Wednesday progress had been 
made towards ending the war, the 
official news agency TASS said. 
“They stated that definite prog- 
ress has been achieved in this 
area and that there are chances 
for further headway," the agency 
said. Mr. Cordovez, who met 
Fust Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yuli Vorontsov on Tuesday, is 
due to mediate in talks between 
Afghan and Pakistani officials 
starting in Geneva on Feb. 25. 
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King returns after 
Damascus visit; talks 
centred on Lebanon 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein 
returned to Amman Wednesday after a 
30-hour visit to Damascus where he and 
Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad held dis- 
cussions on the latest developments in the 
Arab and international scenes and bilateral 
relations. 


During the visit, the King and 
President Assad held two rounds 
of closed meetings in addition to 
expanded talks attended by 
senior officials from both sides. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, quoted Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai, who accompanied the King 
on the visit, as saying that the 
King’s talks with the Syrian presi- 
dent were within the framework 
of continuing consultations be- 
tween the two countries and dealt 
with various Arab and interna- 
tional issues of concern to both 
countries. 


The King and President Assad 
reviewed the situation in Leba- 
non and means of helping the 
various factions in the strife-tom 
country to achieve their common 
goal of national reconciliation 
that would help the country re- 
gain its unity and sovereignty on 
its territory, Mr. Rifai was quoted 
as saying. 

Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel, who is at odds with 
President Assad after scuttling a 
Syrian-sponsored peace plan for 
Lebanon early last year, visited 
Jordan last week. Reports said 


that he had requested the King to 
assume a mediatory role to settle 
his differences with Mr. Assad 
and arrange for an early 
Lebanese-Syrian summit. 

In bis statement to Petra, Mr. 
Rifai said the Damascus talks 
between the King and the Syrian 
president also dealt with the 
situation in and around Palesti- 
nian refugee camps in Beirut and 
South Lebanon where the Shi’ite 
Amal militia has been mounting a 
siege for the past 15 weeks. The 
two leaders agreed on the ne- 
cessity to halt the fighting around 
the camps and avert further dam- 
ages and tragedies to the Palesti- 
nian and Lebanese peoples, Mr. 
Rifai said. 

On bilateral relations, the 
p rim e minis ter said, the King and 
President Assad expressed satis- 
faction with the progress of coop- 
eration between the two coun- 
tries and issued directives to their 
respective governments to pursue 

(Continued on page 3) 


Amal blocks supplies to Bourj 
A1 Barajneh despite truce 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Shi’ite 
Amal militiam en on Wednesday 
turned back truckloads of 
emergency food for a besieged 
Beirut reftigee cam p where resi- 
dents are reported to have eaten 
rats to survive. 

Sources with the Amal militia 
said the last- min ate hitch was 
caused by disagreement over de- 
tails of a peace plan to end 
Lebanon’s four-month-old 
“camps war" that has killed at 
least 750 people. 

They said the entry of food 
supplies into the Bourj A1 Bara- 
jneh camp was postponed until 
Thursday after Amal militiamen 
failed to move back into positions 
in a strategic South Lebanese 
village. 

“Our militiamen could not de- 
ploy in Maghdousheb (village) so 
the operation was postponed un- 
til tomorrow,” an Amal source 
told reporters at one entrance to 
the camp. 

Medical workers said refugees 
had eaten cats and dogs and even 
rats to survive the 15-weck-oId 
Amal siege. 

Amal lost its positions in 
Maghdousheb last November to 


Palestinians, who said they took 
the village to ease pressure on 
camps in Beirut and South Leba- 
non besieged by Amal. 

. The Palestinians .withdrew last 
month from the village, comman- 
ding the mam highway from 
Beirut to the south. Neutral mili- 
tiamen replaced the Palestinians, 
but Amal rejected this move. 

Amal sources said an agree- 
ment, readied Tuesday night be- 
tween Amal chief Nabih Berri 
and Palestinians in Damascus, 
provided for Amal to take back 
tiie positions from the neutral 
force. 

Trucks loaded with rice and 
flour had waited for several hours 
near the western entrance of 
Bouij A1 Barajneh. 

Eye-witnesses told Renter the 
tracks, one supplied by the Ira- 
nian embassy and one by Palesti- 
nians, carried three tonnes of rice 
and flour for the 30,000 refugees 
in the camp. 

Pauline Cutting, a British, 
surgeon who has worked at the 
camp's Haifa Hospital through- 
out the siege, told reporters by 
radio on Tuesday the refugees 
had been forced to eat cats, dogs 


and even rats to survive. 

“I have eaten dogs myself... 
and I have seen many, many 
others eat cats and dogs,” said 
the-, d&ypar-old- doctor, - one- of 
four foreign medical staff work- 
ing at the hospital. 

Bourj A1 Barajneh’s residents 
have asked religious leaders for 
permission to eat human flesh to 
survive, but Cutting said the peo- 
ple “have not resorted to that 
yet." 

The request prompted an Arab 
League appeal on Taesday to 
Arab Red Crescent and Red 
Cross organisations to send 
emergency aid to Palestinian re- 
fugees in Lebanon. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi, meanwhile, appealed to 
Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad 
to intervene personally “to save 
the lives of thousands of Palesti- 
nians" at Bourj A1 Barajneh, the 
Libyan news agency JANA re- 
ported. 

The agency quoted the mes- 
sage as saying: 

“We request you to intervene 
personally to save the lives of 

(Continued on page 3) 


McFarlane 
still faces 
questioning 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Robert 
C. McFariane’s apparent suicide 
attempt is prompting an outpour- 
ing of shock arid sympathy, but 
lawmakers say that after his re- 
covery the president’s former 
national security adviser will still 
face tough questions over the sale 
of U.S. arms to Iran. 

Mr. McFarlane, 49, was visited 
Tuesday by his wife, Jonda, but 
did not receive telephone calls at 
Bethesda Naval Hospital in a 
Maryland suburb of Washing- 
ton. ' 

“Tough questions will be 
asked” about the arms sales, said 
Republican Representative 
Michael Dewine, a member of 
the House of Representatives 
Select Committee investigating 
the sales and possible diversion of 
funds to Nicaraguan rebels. 

The house panel, like a similar 
special senate committee, is not 
expected to begin public hearings 
in the case until mid-April. 

Mr. McFarlane remained in 
good condition Wednesday, the 
day after police said he took 
between 25 and 30 tablets of the 
tranquilliser valium. 

A police source characterised 
the pul overdose as an attempted 
suicide, but officially, authorities 
said only there was no evidence 
of foul play- 

President Ronald Reagan 
spoke to Mrs. McFarlane by tele- 
phone on Tuesday,, according to 
White House spokesman Ben 
Janatt. Details of the conversa- 
tion were not available, he said. 


Hostages-for-prisoners 
swap could take weeks 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Indirect 
talks for a possible hostages-for- 
prisoners deal between Lebanese 
militan ts and Israel could last 
weeks, political Sources said 
Wednesday. 

They told Reuters that any 
negotiations would have to be 
conducted through a third, and 
possibly a fourth, party and this 
procedure would in itself take 
some time to establish. 

There has been no indication 
so far that such talks have started. 

The sources said Tuesday kid- 
nappers had sent the Red Cross a 
list of some 400 Arab prisoners 
they want Israel to free in a 
three-way deal which could lead 
to tire release of three Americans 
and an Indian held hostage in 
Lebanon. 

The leader of the Shi’ite Mus- 
lim Amal militia, Nabih Bern, 
told Reuters in Damascus his 
offer to swap an Israeli airman 
held by his men for the Arab 
prisoners still stood. 

He sid he had made no direct 
or indirect contact for the release 
of the four hostages. 

One political source in Beirut 
said: ‘"The International Red 
Cross in Geneva and Damascus 
are two places where contacts 
may be arranged. 

“Any release will not be done 
in Geneva. It will be in South 
Lebanon and the Lebanese (pris- 
oners) will probably be handed 
over to the Amal militia. Even 
the Palestinians are Hkely to be 
handed over in the south.” 

Israeli leaders denied that 
Israel was involved in negotia- 


tions to swap prisoners for the 
captured Israeli airman in a deal 
that would include the release of 
.the four hostages in Beirut. 

Asked about news reports that 
talks on a swap were under way. 
Foreign Minister Shimon Feres 
told reporters: “Your informa- 
tion is premature and un- 
founded." 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, asked a boot the same 
reports, replied: “It’s news to 
me.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
said Tuesday Israel might consid- 
er the proposal by Mr. Beni to 
free an Israeli navigator believed 
held by his Amal group in ex- 
change for the 400 prisoners. 

The Israeli newspaper Davar 
reported from Washington that 
contacts were in progress among 
the United States, Israel, Syria, 
Switzerland, the Red Cross, 
Amal and other militia groups 
over a posable three-way- ex- 
change. 

The White House said 
Wednesday it wanted U.S. allies 
to know that the United States 
was not negotiating for hostages.’ 

Presidential spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater for the third consecu- 
tive day reiterated a U.S. policy 
against ransoming hostages or en- 
couraging other countries to do 
so. 

Another underground group' 
that holds two American hostages 
claimed the United States was 
planning a rescue effort in col- 
laboration with Israel and vowed 
“very cruel" retaliation. 



His Majesty King Hussein meets with Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad in Damascus on Wednes- 
day (Petra photo) 

Israelis arrest 50 Arabs, 
order 9 jailed without trial 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities arrested 50 
Palestinians at a refugee camp in 
the occupied West Bank on 
Wednesday and ordered nine of 
them held without trial for three 
to six months for anti-occupation 
activities. 

A wave of protests followed 
the arrests and Israeli soldiers 
fired tear-gas and rubber bullets 
ar Palestinian demonstrators who 
hurled stones, metal objects and 
firebombs. 

The arrests took place in an 
overnight swoop at Balata re- 
fugee camp near Nablus, scene of 
frequent acts of resistance against 
the Israeli occupation. 

Police said nine of those 
arrested, aged 19 to 25, would be 
placed.ro "administrative deten- 
tion," .a measure dating to the 
pre-1948 British mandate over 
Palestine which allowed jailing 


without trial. 

Police said they believed the 
nine were involved in "inrite- 
ment.” throwing stones at Israeli 
troops and vehicles and threaten- 
ing local residents suspected of 
collaborating with the author- 
ities. Five are to be held for three 
months while the other four will 
be jailed for six months. 

The other 41 arrested were 
held in connection with incidents 
at Balata refugee camp on Sun- 
day when Israeli troops wounded 
three Arab demonstrators, police 
said. 

Balata, with 11,000 residents, 
is the largest refugee camp on the 
West Bank. 

Women relatives of those 
arrested later staged a peaceful 
protest march from the camp to 
Nablus town hall where they held 
a sit-in strike. 

Israeli troops also fired tear gas 
at hundreds of Palestinians who 


attacked soldiers and Israeli vehi- 
cles with stones and firebombs on 
Wednesday. 

There were no reported in- 
juries in the violence which 
spread from Nablus to neighbour- 
ing refugee camps and to Ramai- 
lab, 10 kilometres north of Jeru- 
salem. 

The protest was in response to 
Israel's detention of die nine 
Palestinians without trial, Palesti- 
nian sources said. 

The latest detentions brought 
to 48 the number of West Bank 
Palestinians held without trial, an 
Israeli spokesman said. 

More than 200 students at AJ 
Rawda College also protested by 
burning tires on a main road, 
stoning Israeli soldiers and wav- 
ing Palestinian flags. The protes- 
ters fled after soldiers fired tear 
gas, the Palestine Press Service 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraqi 

planes 

raid 

Tehran 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said its warplanes attacked 
Tehran twice on Wednesday and 
raided nine other Iranian cities 
and towns after a three-day lull. 

A high command communique 
said Tehran was hit at 10 a.m. 
and one p.m. on the eighth 
anniversary of Iran’s Islamic re- 
volution. 

Other planes raided Qom and 
Esfataan in central Iran, 
Kuhdasht, Nahavand, Borujerd 
and Shush tar in western Iran, 
Rezaiyeh and Tabriz in the north- 
west and, for the first time, Qaz- 
vin 160 kilometres northwest of 


Missile lands 
in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (R) — An Iranian 
surface- to-surface mfesfle slam- 
med Into Baghdad on W e dnes da y, 
hours after Iraqi warplanes 
raided a dozen Iranian towns and 
cities in a resumption of the air 
war. Residents said the blast from 
the 10th missile attack on the 
Iraqi capital this year resounded 
across the city of 4.5 million peo- 
ple and shook houses several 
kilometres from the ate oT the 
impact. Residents said they beard 
sirens of fire engines and ambu- 
lances rushing towards the site of 
Wednesday’s missfle strike as a 
black column of smoke and dost 
spiralled into the sky. Iraqi au- 
thorities did not pinpoint the exact 
location of the impact for security 
reasons and have not issued 
casualty figures for the previous 
nine missile attacks. 


Tehran. 

Military camps and missile sites 
were also hit, the communique 
said. 

Bad weather had apparently 
grounded Iraqi aircraft for the 
past three days and Baghdad 
issued no repoi is on ground fight- 
ing during the same period. 

Iraq bad launched alm ost daily 
air raids a gainst Iranian dties and 
towns since Tehran opened its 
“Karbala 5" ground offensive to- 
wards the southern Iraqi port of 
Basra on Jan.' 9. 


Khamenei: No 
moderates in Iran 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Ali Khamenei said Wednes- 
day the United States was wrong 
to believe there are moderate 
leaders in Iran with whom it 
could resume contacts. 

But he declared in a speech 
broadcast by Tehran Radio, mon- 
itored in Nicosia, that Iran’s atti- 
tude to the United States could 
change if Americans tried to “win 
the hearts of the nation" by en- 
ding their “hostility, their enmity 
and their hatred.” 

“Gradually, in the course of 
many years, it is posable that the 
views of the people concerning 
tire leaden of the American reg- 
ime migfrt change. 

“However, this nation today., 
continues decisively, strongly and 
realistically to regard America as 
the great satan and as its greatest 
enemy," Mr. Khamenei stud. 

Picrident Ronald Reagan said 
in ovember that he had opened 
contacts with “moderate ele- 
ments” in the Tehran leadership 
in an effort to resume ties with 
Iran, severed since November 
1979. 

Mr. Reagan also said that he 


had shipped aims to Iran as part 
of a deal to establish relations. 

Mr. Khamenei was the first 
Iranian leader to comment on 
the American claim there is what 
could be considered a “moder- 
ate" faction in revolutionary- 
Iran. 

In recent days, political 
analysts inside and outside the 
U.S. administration have ques- 
tioned Mr. Reagan’s assertions 
that a moderate element exists in 
Tehran with which the United 
States could deal. 

Mr. Khamenei said even if 
there were moderate elements 
within the Iranian leadership who 
supported ties with the United 
States, the Iranian people would 
not have accepted resumed links 
at this time. 

“Would the people have ever 
allowed such a thing? Would this 
nation permit such a thing?" he 
declared. 

Mr. Khamenei has been por- 
trayed as one of the top five 
leaders in Iran who has favoured 
some form of contact with the 
United States. 


Shultz to discuss int’l 
conference with Shamir 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The 
United States has told Zsraeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir it 
wants to discuss the possibility of 
an international Middle East 
peace conference when be visits 
Washington next week despite his 
hardline opposition, an Israeli 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz told Mr. Shamir in a tele- 
gram that they should consider an 
international conference aimed at 
leading Israel to direct talks with 
Arab countries, spokesman Yossi 
Ahim eir said. 

He said Mr. Shamir felt no 
pressure from the Americans to 
accept the idea since the United 
States still favoured direct talks. 
Mr. Shamir received the telegram 
a few days ago and strongly 
reiterated in parliament on Tues- 
day his opposition to a peace 
conference. 

“There is only one reason for' 
the Americans raising the peace, 
conference — because Jordan is 
insisting on it," Ahimeir told 
Reuters. 

“It doesn’t mean that Shultz 
supports it. He is saying we have 
to find all the ways to achieve the 


goal of direct negotiations, in- 
d admg an international confer- 
ence,” he said. 

Mr. Shamir, head of Israel's 
right-wing Likud bloc, leaves on 
Sunday for an 11-day trip in the 
United States. It is his first trip to 
Washington since swapping jobs 
four months ago with Labour 
Party leader Shimon Peres, now 
the foreign minister. 

“There will be discussions,” 
Ahimeir said. “He will state 
dearly how he feels. An interna- 
tional conference means Israel 
would be against the whole 
world. It would be under pressure 
to withdraw from all territories, 
including East Jerusalem.” 

As prime minister in 1985, Mr. 
Peres advanced the idea of an 
international peace "forum” or 
“framework" that would lead to 
direct talks. In October that year, 
parliament endorsed the concept 
but tire coalition government has 
yet to act On it. 

On Wednesday, the 10 cabinet 
ministers from Mr. Peres’s 
Labour Party issued a statement 
after a meeting saying Mr. Sha- 
mir had no authority to ignore 
(Continued on page3) 


U.S. 

considers 
plan to 
improve 
Jordan’s 
defences 

Administration 
seeks $7 1.8m 
in aid to 
the Kingdom 

Combined Agency dispatches 

WASHINGTON — The Reagan 
administration is considering a 
plan to help Jordan upgrade its 
fixed-base U.S. anti-aircraft 
weapons to a mobile system in 
part to stop the Kingdom from 
turning to the Soviet Union for 
arms. U.S. officials said Tuesday. 

They also defended at a con- 
gressional hearing the administra- 
tion's $775,000 aid request for 
Lebanon, where at least eight 
Americans are being held hostage 
and U.S. officials say there is no 
central authority. 

“The people who want us to 
get out are the Islamic radical 

t oups who are taking hostages,” 
oscoe Suddartb, a deputy assis- 
tant secretary of defence, told the 
House of Representatives Sub- 
committee on Europe and the 
Middle East. 

“I think it is a political state- 
ment not to cut and ran." 

The proposal to upgrade Jor- 
dan’s improved Hawk (I-Hawk) 
missiles was criticised by some 
congressmen and was sure to 
draw protests from Israel, which 
balked at a 1985 administration 
plan to sell arms to Jordan. 

I-Hawks are medium-range, 
all-weather missiles with a 40- 
kilometre: range and the ability 
to climb to 19,000 metres. 

The 1985 plan, which called for 
nearly S2 billion worth of adv- 
anced weapons and planes includ- 
ing I-Hawks to go to Jordan, was 
withdrawn in January 1986 in the 
face of stiff congressional opposi- 
tion. The administration said la- 
ter it was still determined to sell 
arms to Jordan. 

Robert Pelletreau, deputy 
assistant secretary of defence, 
said Jordan must make its fixed 
I-Hawk missile batteries less 
vulnerable to attack or soon 
purchase a new system. 

“Jordan will have to turn to the 
Soviet Union" if the United 
States fails to help upgrade the 
missileS because Washington will 
not sell the Kingdom such a 
system and other suppliers are 
too expensive, he said. 

Mr. Suddartb and Mr. Pellet- 
reau were among four witnesses 
who testified before the commit- 
tee on administration foreign 
assistance requests for Jordan, 
Yemen, Oman, Lebanon, the 
West Bank and Gaza, and for 
American schools and hospitals 
abroad. 

Under the administration prop- 
osals, Jordan has been allocated 
$71.8 million in economic and 
military assistance; Lebanon, 
$775,000; Oman, $25.3 million; 
North Yemen, S3I.1 million; the 
West Bank, Gaza, hospitals and 
schools, $20 million. 

Breakdown of request 

Hie administration is seeking a 
total of $71.8 million for Jordan. 
The $53.8 millioa in military assis- 
tance would be broken down into 
$40 million for the military assist- 
ance programme (MAP), $12 mO- 
fioo for foreign militar y sales 
(FMS) credits and $1.8 nulfion for 
international n rififary education 
and training (IMET). 

When asked by Subcommittee 
Chairman Lee Hamil ton if U.S. 
support for Jordan’s militar y 
assistance was sufficient, Mr. 
Soddarth described H as “a mod- 
est military programme,” in part, 
became Jordan receives subsidies 
from other nations. Hie State 
Department official said the UJS. 
would “Kke to do more,” but was 
faring budget constraints. 

The $18 mflBon in economic 
support fends (ESF) is divided 
into two components: $11 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Reagan refuses to order former 
aides to appear before Iran panel 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan who was 
set for a second meeting with an internal commis- 
sion probing the Iran-contra affair after rejecting a 
request to order two central figures in the scandal 
to appear before the panel. 


The commission, headed by 
John Tower, former Republican 
senator from Texas, is exa minin g 
the workings of the National 
Security Council (NSC) staff, 
which hatched the clandestine 
Iran operation. 

On Tuesday night the White 
House disclosed Sen. Tower had 
asked Mr. Reagan, “acting as 
commander in chief," to order his 
former National Security Advis- 
er, Adm. John Poindexter, and 
an aide. Lieutenant Colonel Oliv- 
er North, to appear before the 
panel. 

The two have refused to testify 
to congressional committees, cit- 
ing their fifth amendment protec- 
tion against self-incrimination. 

A White House statement said 
presidential counsel Peter Walh'- 
son had advised the Tower pane! 


it would be unlawful to order 
Adm. Poindexter and Col. North 
to appear, “because it would be 
in effect ordering (them) to tes- 
tify against themselves." 

The statement said that Mr. 
Wallison, in giving this response, 
had relied on the advice of the 
Pentagon’s general counsel. It 
also emphasised that Mr. Reagan 
had sought — unsuccessfully — 
to have the two former aides 
testify to Congress. 

The Tower panel's investiga- 
tion is one of several begun after 
the November 1986 disclosure 
that profits from secret U.S. arms 
sales to Iran were diverted to 
administration-backed Nicara- 
guan rebels, known as contras. 

In preparation for the second 
session with the Tower board Mr. 
Reagan Tuesday let the panel 


study excerpts of personal notes 
on his daily activities. 

Spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
said the president turned over the 
excerpts “in the spirit of coopera- 
tion and openness" he has prom- 
ised since the Iran initiative came 
to light. 

Although Mr. Reagan insists 
his primary goal was to develop a 
relationship with moderate ele- 
ments in Tehran, the White 
House admits there is“a wide- 
spread perception” that he was 
trading arms for American hos- 
tages in Lebanon. 

The effort to free the hostages 
paid off only partially, and last 
month three more Americans, 
plus an Indian national, were 
kidnapped on a Beirut university 
campus. 

Reaffirming the policy Mr. 
Reagan is seen as having 
breached — that the United 
States will not ransom hostages or 
encourages others to do so — 
Fitzwater Tuesday ruled out any 
trade for the newest hostages. 

Asked if the United States 


Iranians keep U.S. warships busy 


MANAMA. Bahrain (AP) — At 
least one American warship pat- 
rolling the Gulf was kept busy 
overnight chasing a reported Ira- 
nian ship attack and trying to 
prevent another from taking 
place, shipping executives said. 

They said a warship scrambled 
toward a vessel that had put out a 
distress signal at 9:06 p.m. (1706 
GMT) Monday, reporting that it 
was the victim of an air attack and 
that three of its crewmen were 
seriously wounded. 

A few hours later, at 6:00 a.m. 
Tuesday (0200 GMT), a U.S. 
warship intercepted an Iranian 
gunboat trying to approach an 
unidentified French tanker in the 
waters off the coast of Ras A1 
Khaimah. The executives quoted 
the U.S. vessel as asking the 
Iranians to back off. 

It was not dear whether the 
American vessel involved was the 
same as in the earlier incident, or 
whether it was a second warship. 
The naval activity reportedly 
occurred near the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

"Our ships (in the vicinity) 
reported hearing the Iranian gun- 
boat radioing back to the 


warship, T am surveying the 
area,' but then it called off the 
contact with the French tanker,” 
said a Kuwait-based shipping ex- 
ecutive. 

The shipping sources spoke on 
condition their names not be 
mentioned. 

Iranian gunboats have been 
challenging freighters and tankers 
in the southern sector of the Gulf 
waters. The gunboats demand of 
these commercial vessels to iden- 
tify themselves and define their 
cargos and destinations. 

In some cases the process cul- 
minates in the gunboats firing on 
these vessels, in retaliation for 
Iraqi aids on Iranian (ankers near 
the key Kharg Island oil terminal 
at the head of the waterway. 

Iran and Iraq have been at war 
since September 1980. Their raids 
and counter-raids on shipping in 
the Gulf waters began three years 
ago as an offshoot of the hostili- 
ties. About 300 ships have been 
damaged in the so-called tanker 
war. 

Iraq attacks ships in an area it 
declared a .war exclusion zone at 
the northern region of the Gulf. 
Iran's retaliatory attacks have 


been carried out in the southern 
neutral regions of the Gulf wa- 
ters. 

The Iranians have also been 
concentrating on Kuwaiti-related 
vessels, with the Tehran lead- 
ership accusing Kuwait of pro- 
Iraqi bias. 

The Loudon-based Lloyds 
Shipping Intelligence Unit, winch 
monitors Gulf shipping, said ear- 
lier in the day that the Polish 
vessel Zygmunt Stary was inter- 
cepted and boarded by Iranian 
personnel on Friday. The 11,628- 
tonne freighter was en route to 
Kuwait, it added without elabor- 
ating. 

Escalated I ranian attacks on 
Gulf shipping coincided with the 
ground offensive Iranian troops 
launched against southern Iraq. 

Maritime shipping officers said 
the stepped-up attacks have 
prompted a higher presence of 
American, Soviet, British and 
French warships in the Gulf wa- 
ters to protect their respective 
vessels. 

The U.S. navy has maintained ; 
a five- unit task force in the Gtdf 
waters since the outbreak of the^. 
war. r " 


would discourage Israel from 
making such a trade, the White- 
House official replied: “The short 
answer is Yes, absolutely.” 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir bad said his nation would 
consider trading Arab prisoners 
for an Israeli airman captured in 
Lebanon in a deal that could also 
lead to the release of the four. 

Meantime, ex-National Secur- 
ity Adviser Robert McFarlane, a 
pivotal player in the Iran scandal, 
was said to be recovering from an 
overdose of tranquillisers in what 
police suspect was a suicide 
attempt. 

Mr. McFarlane was taken to 
Bethesda Naval Hospital on 
Monday only two hours before he 
was to have testified for the 
second time to the Tower board. 

Mr. Reagan, who has not pub- 
licly answered questions about 
the Iran scandal since Nov. 19, 
1986, ignored the issue — and the 
latest Beirut hostage drama — in 
brief remarks Tuesday to leaders 
of an American Veterans' Orga- 
nisation. 

India seeks 
help from 
Syria, Iran 
to help free 
hostage 

NEW DELHI — Indian officials 
have appealed to Syria and Iran 
for help in freeing an Indian 
professor who is among the fore- 
igners kidnapped in Beirut, a 
nephew of the professor has said. 

The nephew, Jitendra Singh, a 
member of parliament, said that 
he was told by N.D Tiwari, Indi- 
a's minister of external affairs, 
that Iran and Syria were con- 
tacted in the last few days about 
the professor, Mithileshwar 
Singh. 

'Hie comments by the hostage’s 
nephew follow report last week 
that the United States was press- 
ing India to get in touch with 
Syrian and Ir anian officials in an 
effort to gain the captives' re- 
lease. 

Professor , Singh has studied 
and taught- in the United States 
but has retained his Indian 
citizenship. 


Report 
calls for end 
to Israeli 
arms sales 
to Pretoria 

WASHINGTON (R) — A U.S. 
government-appointed commis- 
sion has urged President Reagan 
to prevent other countries from 
shipping U.S. aims and military 
technology to South Africa, and 
singled out Israel. 

The 12-man commission, 
appointed by Secretary of State 
George Shultz to examine U.S.' 
policies towards South Africa, 
said U.S. technology is crucial to 
Pretoria’s military and Mr. 
Reagan must stamp out trade in 
it. 

Mr. Reagan should “adopt me- 
asures to prevent countries such 
as Israel that import U.S. arms 
and defence material from trans- 
hipping such goods to South Afri- 
ca and se lling to South Africa 
technology and material critical 
to its efforts to attain military 
self-sufficiency," the commis- 
sion’s report said. 

State Department Spokesman 
diaries Redman made no direct 
comment on the report's allega- 
tions that Israel supplied arms 
and technology to South Africa. 

$63,000 
bequeathed 
to UNRWA 

VIENNA — The United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for' 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) 
has inherited 563,000 from a 
woman who died in Diilenburg, 
West Germany, three years ago, 
aged 83, reports the UNRWA 
newsletter Palestine Refugees 
Today. 

Born in Spain in 1900, Mrs. 
Clara Aldenhoven wrote a num- 
ber of wills stipulating that the 
money should go to help Palesti- 
nian refugees, and particularly 
women and children. A West 
German court, advised by the 
West German Foreign Office, 
decided that UNRWA, as a public 
institution caring for Palestinian - 
refugees, should be the heir. The. ; 
court released the money without ■ 
-any conditions, and it has now 
been paid into UNRWA's generi 
al fond. 


Iran: Jailed Briton ready to apologise 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Iran’s 
parliament speaker has said that 
John Roger Cooper, a Briton 
held for more than a year on 
charges of espionage, was ready 
to “apologise.” 

The official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA). in a dis- 
patch monitored in England, also 
said members of Iran’s Supreme 
Judicial Council were considering 
an amnesty for “spies” held in 
Iran. ' 

It the amnesty would be 
timed to mark die eighth 
anniversary a£ the revolution that 
toppled Shah Mohammad Reza 

U.S. officials 
search 
Khashoggi’s 
plane 

PARIS (AP) — U.S. officials 
investigating American arms 
sales to Iran conducted a five- 
hour search of a DC-9 aircraft 
owned by Saudi Arabian 
businessman Adrian Khashoggi. 
The aircraft was seized in Paris 
earlier against debts to a British 
company. 

The investigators were operat- 
ing under a U.S. request granted 
by a French court to look for 
documents possibly connected 
with the arms sales affair, accord- 
l ing to sources at Le Bourget 
airport, who asked to remain 
anonymous. The search took 
place Monday. 

The searchers were identified 
as Robert J. Boylan of the Inter- 
| national Affairs Division of the 
U.S. Department of Justice, 
Robert Shwartz, an assistant to 
Lawrence E. Walsh, the court- 
appointed independent counsel in 
the arms sale investigation, and 
an unnamed FBI agent. The re- 
sults of the search were not 
known. 

Mr. Khashoggi was an in- 
termediary in the sales of U.S. 
aims to Iran, and said he adv- 
anced 530 to $35 million for 
purchases and lost 510 million. 

The DC-9 was impounded on 
an application by the British con- 
glomerate Lonrho, seeking re- 
payment of 54 milli on lent to 
Khashoggi. Lonrho chairman Ro- 
land “Tiny*’ Rowland and Mr. ; 
Khashoggi’s luxury DC-8 also 
.seized m ; Paris.oyer a personal 
'^.5-nnIhqn Ipan, ^. .1 . .1. _ 

The DC>9 ws heavily guarded 
by police daring the search,. 


Pahlavi. 

On Sunday, Iran reJe^acu a 
Canadian engineer, Philip Engs, 
and he flew to Frankfort. West 
Germany, on Tuesday. He had 
been held for two months of 
spying charges. 

Iranian Parliament Speaker 
Hashemi Rafeanjani, in his 
speech to university professors 
and officials, did not mention the 
amnesty and there was no hint on 
whether or not it would apply 
Cooper’s case. ■ 

The parliament speaker said u a 
great number of prisoners re- 
pent” and that Cooper had 


announced his ‘freaduKss-to be. 

. interviewed and' apologised.^ 
Cooper, 51, was arrested Dec. 
7, 1985. He had been working as 
a marketing manager for the oil 
construction company McDer- 
mott International and asa free- 
lance journalist for Loudon's 

Financial Times. 

On Dec. 10 of last year, he was 
charged with espionage. 

A week ago, Iranian television 
broadcast a “confession” hi 
which Cooper said he had Hnfcn 
with the British Intelligence Ser- 
vice and supplied information to 
ft. 


Egypt holds referendum to 
dissolve parliament today 


CAIRO (R) - — A national re- 
ferendum Thursday on dissolving 
Egypt’s parliament will start the 
countdown for mid-term elec- 
tions expected on April 9_ 

President Hosxri Mubarak's rul- 
ing National Democratic Party 
(NDP) and the five main opposi- 
tion parties all favour dissolving 
the 448-seat People’s Assembly, 
making a vote to eud its neariy- 
three-year life a foregone conclu- 
sion. 

The parties are already planning 
for elections, which must be held 
within 60 days of the dissolution 
and are forecast by politicians 
and newspapers for April 9. 

Mr. Mubarak called the re- 
ferendum a week ago because of 
questions, including a court chal- 
lenge, over the constitutional 
standing of the assembly and the 
system by which 1 it was elected in 
May 1984 for a five-year term. 

His main aim apparently was to 
dear doubts over parliament's 
authority before it nominates him 
next October for a second term. 

Mr. Mubarak, 58, came to 
power in October 1981 when 
Muslim extremists shot dead 
President Anwar Sadat. For a 
second six-year term, he must be 
nominated by parliament and 
elected in a plebiscite. 

More than 13 million Egyptians 
are eligible to vote in Thursday's 
referendum, answering “yes or 
“no” to the question: “Do you 
agree to dissolution of the Peo- 
ple's Assembly?” 

Nearly all those who vote at the 
21,000 polling stations around the 
country are likely to say "yes.” 
Official results are expected on 
Saturday. . 

. . .The cabinet of Prime Minister. 
Atef Scdki, appointed by Mr. 
Mubarak in November, does not ; 


need to resign if the assembly is 
dissolved and Egypt's administra- 
tion can continue as normal. 

The government had already 
taken action to meet objections 
to the “party slate” proportional 
representation electoral system 
used in 1984. 

It rushed through a new elec- 
tion law in December modifying 
the rules to allow independents to 
mn in 48 constituencies, rather 
than party members only. 

A court verdict on die old law's 
constitutionality is due on March 
7 and the government evidently 
feared an adverse ruling. 

Mr. Mubarak said last , week 
the referendum was needed to 
clear the way for application of 
the new law in future elections. 

Opposition leaders still see the 
law as unfair and biased towards 
the ruling party. 

■They decided to cooperate to 
get round one of its toughest 
.provisions for the smaller group- 
ings — that a party must wm 
more than eight per cent of the 
total vote to take up any of its 
seats. 

They agreed Tuesday night to 
bury temporarily ideological dif- 
ferences — the opposition parties 
range from Socialist to old-guard 
conservative — and run for elec- 
tion on a single party ticket, 
probably that of the right-wing 
New Wafti Party. 

This accord and the provision 
for independent candidates in 
some constituencies looked likely 
to ensure a bigger opposition in 
the assembly after April's ex- 
pected polls. 

The Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) said the opposition par- 
ties meeting took place at the 
headquarters of the Wafd Party, 
headed by Found Seragetkfin. 
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Jazz for the Asking 14:45 Sports 
Round-up 15:00 World News 1549 24 
Hours: News S ummar y X5£0 John 
Peel 16.-00 Outlook; News Summar y 
16:45 Nature Notebook 17:00 Radio 
Newsreel 17:15 The European Com- 
munity 18*0 World News 18*9 Com- 
mentary 18:15 Science in Action 1&45. 
The World Today 19ri)0 World News 
1MB A Letter from Northern Ireland 
19:15 Puccini and his World 19*5 
Sports Roundup 2&00 Newsdesk 2&30 
Multitrack 3 21:00 News Summary; 
Outlook 21:39 Suxfcmarket Report 
21:45 About Britain 22.-00 World News 
22X19 24 Hours: News Snounary 2fc3fl 
Science in Action 23M News Sum- 
mary; Network UK 23:15 Music Now 
23:45 The Wind in the Willows 2400 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

0fc4O Damascus, Athens (OA! 

OfcOO Damascus, Paris (AF 

11:38 Riyadh (SV 

13:00 "... Tripoli (LN 

13:30 Baghdad (IA, 

14.-00 — Bahrain, Doha (GF 

15:60 Kuwait (KU] 

1530 Ankara, Istanbul (TIC 

20410 Sana'a foil 

2030 Cairo (MS, 

03H10 London (BA. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 
Wednesday rates 

Local sell/buy rates in Bs 

Belgian franc 89.8/ 90.8 

Dutch guilder 164.7/ 166.7 

French franc 55.8/ 56.5 

Italian lira 26.1/ 26.4 

Japanese yen (for 100) 220.1/ 222-4 

Swedish crown 52/ 52J> 

Swiss franc 219.W 222.6 

U.K. sterling pound 513.7/ 519.7 

U.S. dollar 337 JS/ 340 J 

W. German mark 185.7/ 188.1 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

An increase in 'temperature is ex- 
pected, witfa the. appearance of 
medium and high clouds. Winds will 
southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, it 
win be dusty, with southerly moderate 
winds and rough sea. 

Min ./max. temp. 

Amman 4/18 

Aqaba 10/2* 

Deserts 9/19 

Jordan Valley 10/22 

Yesterday's high temperatures; Am- 
man 15, Aqaba 22. Htnnitfity readings: 
Amman 43 per cent, Aqaba 31 per 
cent. 


Work! News 0fe09 The World Today 
<Xfc25 A- Letter from Northern Ireland 
0fc30 Financial Nrws 0fc40 Reflections 
8fe45 Sports Roundup 61:06 Wodd 
News; Commenlarv 01:15 From the 
Weeklies 01:30 Mdtitrack 3 

QUEEN AJCIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infomatioa s supplied by Alb 
mfonnatioa department at the Queen 
Afia International Airport TeL (08) 
53200-5, where h should always he 
verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(T*rmfnaJ i) 



.... Abu Dhabi (RJ) 




Jeddah [S) 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman eovernorate 891228 

Amman CSvfl Defence 198, 199 

Gvfl Defence Irbid 271293, 27313 1 

Civil Defence Ouwdsmeb 770733 

Qvfl Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire hea dq uarters 62 2Q90b3 

PoEce rescue 192,621111,637777 

PoGee headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaEdi Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Aldfeh Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisaiu Hospital 669131 

Univeiaty Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

AI-AhH, AbdaH 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajreen 777101/3 

ALBashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

A™?. Marta 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


GENERAL 


Joidan Television 77311/19 

Radio Jordan - 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information - 12 

Jordan and Middle Cast cells 10 

Overseas calk 17 

Repair service 11 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. bsa Haddad 897007 

Dr. Ahmad Othman 786384 

Salma Pharmacy . 636730 

Neirookh Pharmacy 723672 

Kfaabf pharmacy 778653 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Saheb pharmacy 668056 


TAXIS: 

AJWabdataxi 

Khaldonntaxi 

Bassaintaxi 

AM taxi 

Hevamtmti 

Bafosemab taxi 

Bahrain taxi 

Mash ho ur arri 


641833 

664888 

811857 

— 621127 

817411 

845120 

773034 

896743 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Besfatawi 273925 

Bashaar pharmacy (_) 

Sfaaraa’ pharmacy (— -) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khalil Abu Hussein 965001 

Hani pharmacy | j 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperfkmer price in Bs per tag. 
Apple (AH kinds) 280/2 Id 

Banana 320 / 260 

Banana (Mnkanwnar) 270/220 

Beans 400/300 

Broad beans — 260 / 200 

110/ 70 

Cabbage....-.— 70/ 50 

Carrot (black) 140/100 

Carrot (yeOow) 120/ 80 

CanHflower (yellow) 150/120 

Chestnut 550 / 500 

Cucumbers 230/150 

Eggplant (small) 220/ 180 

Eggplant (huge) 280 / 220 

G" 1 * - 500 / 400 


IW0 Muscat. Dubai, (KJJ 

10.-00 Doha, Bahra in (RJ) 

1M# Kftwa&iku 

IftS London, Paris (RJ) 

17:20 — Cairo (RJ) 

17s00 Athens (RJ) 

18:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:45 Bangkok (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

1&0S Frankfurt (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

07:35 Cairo (MS) 

Sana'a (LH) 

1230 ..... Rio de Janeiro, Lisbon (IA) 

£2® Jeddah (SV) 

***• — ..... Muscat. Doha raF) 

*3** Kuwait (kin 

M* -00 Dubai(ElQ 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


Aqaba (RJ) 


Grapefe*" 140 / 100 

if 0 *® 90/ 50 

170/120 

25°°(*y) 180/140 

180/140 

Orange f Abu Surra) 250/200 

Orange (Shammouti) 200 / 150 

ge” 350/300 

5epP«(li«) 400 / 300 

Pepper (sweet) — * 300 1 250 

- 80/50 

Tomatoes 130/ 90 

Turni P - 100/ 70 


Ws4S RnmeflU) 

11:06 .... Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
11:30 Athens (RJ) 

* Vienna ^ 

s ===_•»§ 

IMS Sana's |RJ) 

2030 - Dubai, Kaadn(RJ) 

20*36 — Bahrain, Atm Dhabi (RJ) 

2fc4S Kuwait, Dhahran (RJ) 

-...lOSroWn 

2U0 OtmxtB(RJ) 

OTHER RIGHTS (Ttamina! 2) 


Dimaaaa.fl 

Cano Vi 

RurMaW J 

m2 

***• - Knwahfl 




m w 
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Queen Noor to visit . 
music conservatory today 

AMMAN (J.T.) ---.Her Majesty conservatory. This method stres- 
.Qneen Noor .wfilvisit the Nation- ses proper balance and control 
a) Music Conservatory on Thins- through natural body movement 
day to review the progress of its and enjoyable learning environ- 
yiolin programme. This program- ■ ments. It is being used in instrnct- 

mA UMc I.iiiuJuJ (.Ld -x * , ■ 1 


me was launched with the inau- 
guration of the National Music 
Conservatory on Oct. 3, 1986 by 
the Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
in cooperation with the Iordan 
Society in Washington D.C. On 
Thursday, upon the completion 
of die first phase of the violin 
programme. Her Majesty mil be 
briefed about its development, 
progress and future prospects. 

- During her visit. Her Majesty 
will attend a violin group lesson 
with the conservatory's two 
Jordanian instructors ana 40 stu- 
dents wbo win also treat Her 
Majesty to a performance of two 
pieces. These will be “Dance 
Joesy" and “Hoe Down.” 

Conducting the group lesson 
■and the performance will be Mrs. 
Sheila Johnson — the U.S. music 
instructor wbo has developed the 
successful new violin teaching 
method — the Rolland Pedagogy 

— which is being applied at the 


ing string players in a number of 
music programme in England, 
Switzerland and the USA. 

Mis. Johnson, who has also 
assisted with tbs establishment 
and inauguration of the violin 
programme here in Jordan, is 
currently visiting the conserva- 
tory to evaluate the progress 
being made by its 40 students and 
to recruit and train new violin 
instructors to accommodate the 
conservatory’s immediate plans 
to increase its student enroll- 
ment. 

The National Music Conserva- 
tory is also planning to launch its 
viola and cello and theory prog- 
rammes by September 1987 as 
another step towards reaching its 
ultimate goal to offer instruction 
to talented Jordanian youngsters 
aged 6-18 in a variety of eastern 
and western orchestral instru- 
ments. 


Rifai to brief deputies 
on Kuwait summit 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifaf will today brief a closed 
-Lower House of Parliament ses- 
sion on the outcome of both the 
.Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC) meeting held in 
Kuwait last month and His 
Majesty King Hussein's recent 
visits to France. Italy and the 
Vatican. 

Mr. Rifai, the deputies and the 
House's foreign affairs committee 
will also discuss the recent politic- 
al developments in the region. 


Thursday's closed session is 
being held upon a request by 
Aqaba Deputy Ati Abn El'izz 
who asked House Speaker Akef 
Al Fayez to arrange for such an 
assembly. 

During a House session 10 days 
ago, Mr. Abu El’izz said: 
“Numerous developments have 
taken place since the Kuwait 
summit and after King Hussein's 
working trips to Europe, on 
which we’d like to be briefed.” In 
response, Mr. Fayez welcomed 
the proposal and said a closed 
meeting would be arranged. 


Spanish archaeologists begin 
excavation work at Jerash 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Spanish 
archaeological team has 
embarked on an excavation sea- 
son within the Greco-Roman city 
of Jerash to complete the excava- 
tion of a.large building with semi- 
circular recesses that used to 
serve as a centre for cultural and 
commercial activities for the 
townspeople around the Second 


Centnry A.D. 

A spokesman for the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities said that after 
the completion of the excavation 
work, the department will 
embark on restoration work and 
will re-construct some parts of the 
building in accordance with a 
plan worked out in 19811'. • 


King visits Swareddahab after 
successful heart surgery 


By a Jordam Tunes 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Wednesday evening vi- 
sited Held Marshal Abdul Rah- 
man Swareddahab, former head of 
die military council of Sudan, 
who underwent successful open 
heart surgery, at the King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre. During his 
visit, the King enquired about 
Field Marshal Swareddahab's 
health and wished him a speedy 
recovery. 

Accompanying the King on the 
visit were Armed Forces Corn- 
man der-in-Chief General Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker, Lieutenant- 
General Dr. Daond Hanania, 
director of the Armed Forces 
Royal Medical Services, and 
senior heart specialists working 
for the Royal Medical Services. 

Field Marshal Swareddahab was 
resting after the operation and his 
condition was described as very 
satisfactory by chief cardiologist 
at the centre. Dr. Yousef 
Qousus. Dr. Qonsus told the 
Jordan Times that Field Marshal 
Swareddahab had a high grade 
obstruction in the left anterior 
descending coronary artery which 
came to light following a general 
medical check-up be underwent 
earlier at the King Hussein 
Medial Centre. Field Marshal 
Swareddahab underwent a coron- 
ary by-pass surgery conducted a 
team of heart surgeons headed by 
Dr. Hanania and his condition 
was very satisfactory. Dr. Qousus 
said. He added that Field Mar- 


shal Swareddahab could be dis- 
charged in a week’s time. 

Dr. Hanania described the op- 
eration as “100 per cent success- 
ful.” Field Marshal Swareddahab 
was ending a visit to Jordan at the 
invitation of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan when he 
was admitted to the King Hussein 
Medical Centre for checkups and 
for a re-examination of medical 
reports conducted in Sudan, Dr. 
Hanania pointed out. He said 
that the reports and the checkups 
showed the presence of a high 
grade obstruction of the left 
anterior descending coronary 
artery and Field Marshal 
Swareddahab asked to undergo 
the operation at the centre. 

There have been no complica- 
tions or side effects of any .kind 
during and after the operation 
and Field Marshal Swareddahab 
could return to bis normal activi- 


ties in a week’s time from now, 
Dr. Hanania added. 

King Hussein made a tele- 
phone call on Wednesday morn- 
ing from Damascus, where he 
was on a visit for talks with Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad, in 
ordeT to enquire about Field Mar- 
shal Swareddahab. 

Prince Hassan visits 
heart centre 

Also, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan visited the 
Queen Aha Heart Centre to be 
assured about Field Marshal 
Swareddahab’s health after the 
■operation and the Crown Prince 
wished him speedy recovery. 

Dr. Hanania said that such 
heart operations are frequently 
conducted at the centre and to 
date a total of 6,500 open heart 
operations have been successfully 
carried ont here. 


Municipal teams check hygiene 
standards at dairy stores 


AMMAN (Petra) — Teams from 
the Greater Amman Municipality 
have embarked on an intensive 
campaign to ensure that stores 
which deal with processing and 
selling milk products, especially 
white cheese, are abiding by 
sanitary and health regulations. 

Dr. Talal Khleifat, assistant to 
the deputy mayor, said that the 
campaign was a preventive mea- 
sure against food poisoning which 
may result from the cosumption 
of contaminated milk and cheese. 


Dr. Khleifat said that Malta Fev- 
er, diarrhoea and other diseases 
may be contracted by eating dairy 
products which have not been 
processed properly. 

He called on proprietors of 
food stores to ensure that they 
abide by regulations concerning 
hygiene and sanitary conditions. 

He said that a rise in food 
poisoning cases are often re- 
ported during this season as local 
milk and dairy production in- 
creases around this time. 


Dudin, UNRWA officials 
discuss agency’s services to refugees 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Commissioner of the United Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) Mr. Robert Dillon on 
Wednesday praised existing 
cooperation between the agency 
and Jordan and the Kingdom's 
endeavours to help UNRWA car- 
ry out its mission and offer ser- 
vices to Palestinian refugees. 

Mr. Dillon, who was speaking 
during a meeting here with Minis- 
ter of Occupied Territories 
Affairs Marwan "Dudin, also 
voiced appreciation for Jordan’s 


to increase their contributions to 
UNRWA to enable it to shoulder 
its various responsibilities. 

At the meeting] which was 
attended by UNRWA Director in 
Jordan Ele Saaf, Mr. Dillon 
spoke about UNRWA’s medium- 
range plans for the coming three 
years. The implementation of this 
plan, he said, requires more con- 
tributions from donor countries 
and also contributions from other 
non-donor nations. 

UNRWA will continue to hold 
contacts with different world na- 


effbris to pereuade donor nations - tions urging them - to contribute 


generously to help the agency 
carry out its programmes and 
honour its commitments, Mr. 
Dillon said. The minister and the 
UNRWA officials discussed the 
agency’s fin an rial situation, its 
general budget and the services it 
offers to Palestinian refugees. 

Mr. Dudia said that the Jorda- 
nian government will continue to 
extend all possible assistance to 
UNRWA to help it implement its 
plans. 

The meeting was attended by 
Dr. Ahmad Qatanani, under 
secretary of the Ministry of Occu- 
pied Territories Affairs. ,£ 


Jordan, India agree to 
operate direct air link 

Indian civil aviation minister leaves after 
delivering message to King from Gandhi 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday 
received a message from Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi. The message was delivered by 
Indian Minister of Civil Aviation Mr. Jagdish 
Tytler, who .was in Amman holding talks with 
Jordanian officials on launching a direct air link 
between India and Jordan. 

The audience was attended by operate a weekly flight between 


His Royal Highness Grown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai, Minister of Transport 
Ahmad Dakhqan and Indian 
Ambassador to Jordan Gurchar- 
an Singh. 

The audience followed the 
si gnin g of a memorandum of 
understanding aimed at bolster- 
ing bilateral cooperation in air 
transport. 

The memorandum provides for 
the Royal Jordanian airline to 


Amman and New Delhi and a 
once- weekly flight from Amma n 
to Calcutta. The direct flights will 
start in May, according to the 
memorandum which also calls for 
the national airlines of the two 


left for home. 

Flights between Jordan and In- 
dia are at present routed through 
Gulf countries and a direct link 
would enable Jordan to share the 
traffic of an estimated 10,000 
Indian Christians who travel each 
year to the Israeli occupied West 
Bank to visit the holy places 
there. In addition, there are an 
estimated 4,000 Indians, mainly 
■ labourers employed in Jordan. It 
is also expected that Jordanians 
studying in Indian universities 
will benefit from direct flights 
which will eliminate lengthy tran- 
sit stops in the Gulf. 

The Indian delegation included: 


countries to hold a meeting in the Mr. V. Patna yak, joint secretary 
near fiiture to exchange informa- of the Ministry of Civil Aviation, 
tion connected with regular air Dr. S. Bhatt. director of informa- 
transport operations between the 
two countries. 

After the signing of the 
memorandum the Indian minister 


tion and regulations of the 
directorate-general of civil avia- 
tion, as well as several other 
senior officials. 


Dajani pays 
inspection 
visit to 
Aqaba 

AQABA (Petra) — Interior 
Minister Rajai Dajani on 
Wednesday made an inspection 
tour of Aqaba and its suburbs and 
held meetings with local officials 
to discuss security, civil defence 
and civil registration services. 

The minister met with heads of 
local councils and government 
departments in Aqaba and spoke 
of the need for further efforts to 
develop Aqaba as a major tourist 
and industrial city, and to offer 
better services to visiting tourists. 
At die meeting, he also reviewed 
different projects to be im- 
plemented in the area. 

Later, the minis ter inspected 
the police and civil defence de- 
partments and visited the pass- 
port and civil registration offices 
where he was briefed on the 
services they offer to the public. 


■w i; 


King returns after talks in Damascus on Lebanon 




(Continued from page 1) 

efforts aimed at serving their 
common goals. 

In addition to attending ex- 
panded talks between the King 
and President Assad, senior offi- 
cials from both countries held 
discussions on bilateral relations 
and cooperation. 

Mr. Rnai held a round of talks 
with bis Syrian counterpart 
Abdul Raouf Al Kasm on Tues- 
day. On Wednesday, he met with 
Syrian 'Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Kbaddam and discussed 
means to bolster bilateral rela- 
tions. 

The prime minister also held a 
second round of talks with Dr. 
Kasm on Wednesday. 

The Jordanian side to the talks 


included Royal Court Chief Mar- 
wan Al Qasem, Court Minister 
Adnan Abu Odeh, Foreign 
Minister Taker Al Masri and 
Jordanian Ambassador to Syria 
Ali Khreis. On the Syrian side the 
talks were attended by Deputy 
Prime Minister Salim Yassin and 
Foreign Minister Farouk Al Shar- 
aa. 'Die discussions focused on 
means to further bolster trade 
and economic ties between Jor- 
dan and Syria, Petra said. 

President Assad hosted a din- 
ner on Tuesday night in honour 
of the King ami the delegation 
accompanying him. It was 
attended by Syrian Vice-Presi- 
dent Mohammad Zuheir Mashar- 
qa. Defence Munster Mustafa 
Has and cabinet members in 


addition to the members of the* 
Jordanian and Syrian delegations 
which took part in the discus- 
sions. 

After his departure from. 
Damascus on Wednesday, the 
King sent President Assad a cable 
thanking him for the hospitality 
accorded to him and the delega- 
tion accompanying him on the 
visit. The King noted that the 
talks he held with President 
Assad covered Arab affairs and 
served as one more step in the 
ongoing efforts to serve the in- 
terests of the Arab Nation. 

Upon bis return home, the King 
and the delegation accompanying 
him -were received by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan and 
senior officials. 


Israelis arrest 50 Arabs and order 9 jailed 


(Condoned from page 3) 

said. 

After the clash the army shut 
the college for 24 hours, making 
it the second Palestinian campus 
closed in two days. Al Najah 
University in Nablus, with 4,000 
students, was closed for a month 
after violence on Monday. 

The press service said soldiers 
detained a total of 50 Palesti n ia n s 
in Balata, where some 15,000 
refugees live, in the late-night 
roundup on Tuesday 

Violence was also reported in 
the village of Anabca and at the 
Al Ain refugee camp near Nab- 
lus, where Palestinians stoned 


troops -and an Israeli bus, the 
press service said. 

The army said Palestinians also 
threw five firebombs at an Israeli 
bus outside Ramaiiah, causing no 
damage or injuries. 

Elsewhere in the West Bank, a 
demonstration broke ont at Heb- 
ron's Islamic University where 
100 students locked themselves in 
and said they would not leave as 
long as troops were present on 
campus, news agencies said. La- 
ter, the students left peacefully. 

In a telephone call to Reuters’ 
Tel Aviv office, student who re- 
fused to give his name said: “We 
are inride the university. We 
want to leave without soldiers 


being at the door, and we want 
the Red Cross to take care of the 
situation 1 .” 

He said about 30 soldiers were 
ontride the school. 

There were several other inci- 
dents of stones being thrown at 
Israeli vehicles in Ramaiiah, El 
Bireh and near Bethlehem but 
no-one was injured, police said. 
A bus was damaged by petrol 
bombs outride Kaiandia refugee* 
camp near Ramaiiah. 

In December, two students 
were killed by troops at Birzeit 
University near Ramaiiah spark- 
ing the most widespread protests 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
since 1982. 


Amal blocks supplies to Bourj Al Barajneh 

(Continued from page 3)_ 


thousands of Palestinians who are 
facing death in the Bourj Al 
Barajneh camp because of the 
banning by the Amal movement 
of relief convoys entering the 
camp... a fact which is being 
denounced by mankin d and an 
act such as world history has not 
to this date witnessed.” 

Libya’s number two. Major 
Abdul Salam JaUoud, has been in 
■Damascus for about 10 weeks 


The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
"nisation (PLO) has called for an 
emergency meeting of the United 
Nations Security Council to dis- 
cuss relief aid to the camps, the 
Palestinian news agency WAFA 
reported. 

The meeting, requested by 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat, would 
ftiemss food and medical supplies 
to Bourj Al Barajneh and Shatila 
camps in Beirut and to Al Rashi- 
diyeh in southern Lebanon. 

Mr. Arafat on Tuesday sent an 


y» ffirf rip (n mediate an end to the urgent message to Soviet leader 


Lebanon “camps war. 

■ Meanwhile, guns were silent in 
Beirut and South Lebanon on 
Wednesday as Palestinian and 
Amal fighters observed the Sy- 
rian-brokered ceasefire. 

The ceasefire accord, the latest 
in a series of abortive attempts to 
contain * the Shi'ite-Palestiman 
confrontation, wenf into effect at 
8 turn., police and Palestinian 
ipokesmen said. 


Mikhail Gorbachev, asking for 
his help in breaking the blockade 
of the Palestinian camps and 
achieving a ceasefire. 

WAFA said it was the second 
message from Mr. Arafat to Mr. 
Gorbachev within three days. 

Earlier PLO communiques said 
“a real hunger crisis” gripped the 
Bourj Al Barajneh population. 
That prompted Morocco’s King 
Hassan n to announce Monday 


that an aircraft had been pre- 
pared to parachute food and 
medical supplies to the. besieged 
Palestinians in Beirut. 

The monarch asked for permis- 
sion for the operation from Leba- 
non’s president, Amin Gemayel, 
and Mr. Bern. 

There was no official word 
whether a go-ahead for the op- 
eration had been given by either 
leader. 

In Damascus, Mr. Bern told 
Renter he had been promised 
that Palestinians would withdraw 
completely from areas — includ- 
ing Maghdousheh village — east 
of Lebanon's southern port of 
Sidon back to their refugee camps 
on Wednesday. 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand has asked his government 
to organise Immediate medical 
and food aid for the Palestinians 
trapped in Beirut’s refugee 
camps, a spokeswoman said in 
Pam. 


US. studying plan to improve Jordan’s defences 


(Continued from page 1) 

for Jordan and $7 million for 
Jordan's West Bank/Gaza de- 
velopment programme. Hie ESF 
will be used to support highlands 
agriculture, water, sewerage ser- 
vices, health and projects which 
support Jordan's private sector as 
the central “engine for develop- 
ments* 

According to Robot Bell, depu- 
ty assistant aHminfat ^tw for Aria 

and the Near East, U.S. Agency 
for International Development, 
“we will be working with Jor- 
dan’s public sector to create a 
more favourable policy environ- 
ment for tiw private sector.'' The 
$7 million for the West Bank and 
Gaza will be used to support a 
variety of projects in education, 
agriculture and industry. 

The administration's request 
for funds for a Middle East re- 
gional programme totals $20 mil- 
lion with $12 million in grants for 
foe West Bank and Gaza. Another 
$5 million is songht for Israeli and 
Egyptian joint scientific and tech- 
nical projects. $1 milB nn is sought 
for population programmes, legal 
training, project design and eva- 
luation in the Middle East and 
Sooth Asia by AID for nudti- 
conntry development program- 
mes. Finally, $2 million is songht 
for the American University of 
Beirut “to preserve, we believe, 
an important U.S. Institution in 
the Middle East,” according to 
Mr. Snddarth. 

Mr. PeDetreau told the house 
committee that Jordan already 
had permitted “a small number of 
Soviet advisers” to remain in the 
Kingdom to help maintain pre- 
viously purchased Soviet-made 
missiles and anti-aircraft guns. 

Mr. Pelletreau said officials 
were seeking a way to improve 
Jordanian defences without pro- 
voking rejection from Congress. 

He said the Reagan administra- 
tion already had decided to sell 
Jordan 100 copperhead guided 
anti-tank shells which do not re- 
quire congressional approval. 

But without more significant 
help, he said, Jordan would have 
to turn elsewhere for much need 
improvements to its defences, 
and the most likely supplier 
would be the Soviet Union. 

In dm face of an overwhel- 
mingly pro-Israel U.S. Congress 
last year, Mr. Reagan withdrew a 
proposed $ 1.9-billion arms sale to 
Jordan including F-16 or F-20 jet 
fighter planes, armoured person- 
nel carriers and Hawk and Stin- 
ger anti-aircraft missiles. 

Referring to the congressional 
opposition. Mr. Pelletreau- said, 
“We’re just not in a position to 


provide” Jordan with sophisti- 
cated warplanes or more adv- 
anced missiles. 

Mr. Pelletreau said the admi- 
nistration was studying whether 
there is a way to change the basis 
of the deployment of the Hawks, 
which the United States required 
to be fixed in silos to meet the 
objections of Israel. 

“Jordan has an obsolescent de- 
fence ... with the Hawks locked 
in concrete,” he said. 

The missiles, designed to be 
mobile, were put in silos in the 
mid-1970s so that they only be 
used to defend against an attack 
from the north but could not be 
used against on attack from the 
west. 

“Those sites have become 
more and more vulnerable, they 
are moving dose and dose to 
being sitting ducks,” Mr. Pellet- 
reau said. 

There are 14 batteries of the 
missiles, and U.S. officials esti- 
mated it would cost $50 million to 
disperse them adequately, he 
said: The administration is prop- 
osing $52 million in military aid 
for Jordan next year, but has not 
yet dedded how it should be 
spent, he said. 

Mr. Pelletreau said Jordan 
bought the Soviet weapons — 
SAM-8, SAM-13 and SAM-14 
surface-to-air missiles and ZSU- 
23 anti-aircraft gems — on occa- 
sions when tiie United States 
previously refused to sell die 
Kingdom arms. 


The Soviet missiles were deli- 
vered in two groups, “a half 
dozen years ago and the rest two 
years ago,” Mr. Pelletreau said. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman told reporters 
on Tuesday the Reagan adminis- 
tration bad not yet formally noti- 
fied Congress of any potential 
arms sales to Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia. 

“There is a formal procedure 
whereby we notify Congress on 
an unclassified basis of proposed 
sales as well as an ongoing pro- 
cess of thorough consultations 
with the Congress,” the spokes- 
man said. 

“We have not formally notified 
Congress of any planned sales 
beyond those which have already 
been announced. So it would be 
premature to release details of 
any sales under consideration un- 
til they are fully reviewed within 
the administration and formally 
forwarded to Congress,” he said. 

“But as you know, we do have 
a long standing security rela- 
tionship with Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia, as well as other countries 
in the; area. And our friends in 
the region must have the means 
to protect themselves and their 
interests,” the spokesman said. 
“Subject to congressional review 
as may be needed, we will con- 
tinue to supply them with military 
equipment which has been identi- 
fied as necessary to sustain then- 
defence capabilities. 


U.S. to discuss int’l conference 


(Continued from page 1) 
parliament’s decision — a deci- 
sion it said the government had 
not rejected. 

“Mr. Shamir must make clear to 
the leaders of the countries be 
will meet that his opposition to an 
international peace conference is 
his own and not that of the 
government,” the Labour state- 
ment said. 

Mr. Peres has said Israel would 
agree to a conference if the Soviet 
Union first renewed ties with the 
Jewish state, if the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) was 
excluded, and if the conference 
led to direct Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions. 

Though he reiterated his 
opposition to an international 
peace conference on the Middle 
East, Mr. Shamir told parliament 
on Tuesday he did not object to 
Mr. Peres exploring the idea. 

Responding in parliament to 
accusations that the government 
contained two opposing views,' 
Mr. Shamir said: “Israel will be 
as if on trial before a tribunal in 


an international conference. We 
do not want to talk into such a 
trap.” 

He in part defended Mr. Peres’ 
efforts by saying the foreign 
minister could state his own pre- 
ferences, “but he must say that be 
is not presenting a position of the 
state of Israel.'’ 

Mr. Shamir said Israel had 
formulated no official position on 
an international conference be- 
cause a vote would cause an 
unnecessary rift at a time when 
prospects for a conference were 
extremely dim. 

The U.S. ambassador to Israel, 
Thomas Pickering, said in an 
Israel Radio interview that Mr. 
Shultz still preferred direct talks. 

“Secretary Shultz has been on 
the public record as of some 
months ago saying that while he 
doesn’t favour an international 
conference, he looks forward to 
trying to find ways that we can 
assist (Jordan) in coming to the 
process, including exploring a 
conference or a framework, ’’ Mr. 
Pickering said. 


EC gives assistance to 
faculty of engineering 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) and Jor- 
dan on Wednesday signed an 
agreement underwhich the EC 
will grant the University of Jor- 
dan two million European Cur- 
rency Units (ECU), nearly $2.25 
million. The grant will finance the 
purchase of equipment and tech- 
nical training for staff working for 
the Faculty of Engineering and 
Technology at the University of 
Jordan. 

An EC spokesman said that the 
grant is part of 19 million ECU 
grant to Jordan, promised by the 
cC to help the country carry out 
various development projects. 
The EC pledged to provide the 
grant under an agreement both 


sides signed in 1982, the spokes- 
man said. 

The spokesman told the Jordan 
Tunes that Jordan and the EC will, 
in the coming 10 days, sign two 
other agreements underwhich 
Jordan will receive $4.58 million. 

The first agreement will be for 
financing the Awassi sheep im- 
provement project for $2.33 mil- 
lion, and the other will be in the 
form of assistance for the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) and will 
amount to £2.25 million, the 
spokesman said. 

The agreement on Wednesday 
was signed by Minister of Plan- 
ning Taher Kanaan and EC rep- 
resentative in Jordan, Dr. Roma- 
no Lantini. 


Muasher addresses Arab 
economic, social council 


RIYADH (Agencies) — Minister 
of Industry and Trade Rajai 
Muasher on Wednesday under- 
lined the importance of promot- 
ing trade among Arab 'countries 
and the need to boost inter-Arab 
economic cooperation. The 
minister was addressing a meet- 
ing of the Arab League Economic 
and Social Council which opened 
in the Saudi Arabian capital on 
Wednesday. 

Dr. Muasher said the current 
meeting was important because it 
was scheduled to tackle inter- 
Arab trade, particularly during 
this critical economic stage. The 
minister expressed hope that the 


countries from 1980 to 1984 aver- 
aged only 5.2 per cent of their 
total world exports while inter-' 
Arab imports accounted for ab- 
out II per cent. 

Raw materials constituted 95 
per cent of total Arab exports in 
1984 while industrial goods 
accounted for 74 per cent of total 
Arab imports during the same 
year. 

“This is a pointer how Arabs 
depend on western nations to 
develop their economies,” Mr. 
Abal Khail said. 

He called for effective mea- 
sures to boost Arab trade by 


two-day meeting, which is being" implementing an agreement to 
attended by Arab economy, fi- this effect endorsed by Alesco 


nance and trade ministers, would 
arrive at successful results. 

Saudi Arabian Finance and 
National Economy Minister 
Mohammed Ali Abal Khail told 
the meeting that trade between 
Arab states was declining. 

He said exports between Arab 


three years ago. 

Inaugurating the session, Saudi 
Defence and Aviation Minister 
Pijnce Sultan Ibn Abdul Aziz 
said his country had always 
sought to expand Arab trade and 
the council should exert more . 
efforts to this end. 


Oil company to sponsor 
new dig at Ain Ghazal 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A foreign oil firm 
operating in Jordan bas 
announced that it plans a major 
contribution to the forthcoming 
season of archaeological excava- 
tions at the Stone Age village of 
Ain Ghazal where work is ex- 
pected to resume next June. 

According to a press release 
issued on Wednesday by the 
Natural Resources Authority 
(NRA), the Amman subsidiary of 
the American Oil Company 
(Amoco) undertook to be a “ma- 
jor sponsor” of the Ain Ghazal 
archaeological project The re- 
lease did not disclose the volume 
or type of assistance the company 
was contemplating. 

Amoco, a leading American 
oil company, is currently explor- 
ing for crude oO in several regions 
in file Kingdom under a conces- 
sion agreement signed with the 
government. 


Since excavations began at the 
Ain Ghazal site in 1981, the* 
project shed light on one of the,- 
largest Middle East civilisations* 
dating from the Neolithic or the 
“new Stone Age” period, roughly 
between 8000 and 4000 B.C. 

About 12 well-preserved large 
statues dating back some 9000 
years have been excavated from 
the site, according to director of 
the Department of Antiquities 
Adnan Al Hadidi. Two of the 
statues recently went on exhibi- 
tion in Paris as part of an exhibi- 
tion entitled “The King’s High- 
way: 9000 Years of Art in the 
Kingdom of Jordan.” The statues 
had been shipped to the U.S. and 
Loudon for treatment and con- 
servation before they went on 
show,” Dr. Hadidi told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Expenses at the site amounted 
to approximately JD 15,000 di- 
nars over the operational years, 
apart from other, additional ex- 
penses, according to Dr. Hadidi. 


REQUIEM 

A requiem will be held for the elapse of 6 
months since the passing away of 

Mrs. Adi Pattermann Sawalha, wife of 
Ghaleb “Mike” Salim Sawalha. 

The requiem will be held at 3:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
13, 1987 at the Virgin Mary of Nazareth Church, 
Swelfleh in Amman. The family of the late Mrs. 
Sawalha invites relatives and friends to attend 
the requiem. 
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Steps towards joint action 


HIS Majesty King Hussein's just-concluded visit to Damascus 
and his -extensive talks with Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
are another major effort by the leadership of this country to 
solidify and strengthen relations between Amman and 
Damascus, and further proof that Jordan would not spare 
any effort to close Arab ranks in the service of the higher 
aims of the Arab Nation on the other hand. 

His Majesty's trip is no doubt aimed at achieving harmony, 
not only between our two countries, but also among all Arab 
countries. And as such, Jordan proves once again that it will 
leave no stone unturned in the quest for a united Arab Grant in 
these critical moments in the history of the Arab World. 

We think that pending the solution of the issue of convening 
an Arab summit. Arab leaders should make it a point to 
maintain regular contact and consultation with each other. 

’ Personal contacts between Arab leaders should be made 
more often, even institutionalised, even though we may have 
Arab summits now and then. There is little doubt that within 
the context of summits, Arab leaders are less likely to speak 
their mind with frankness and directness. In summits, the 
Arab leaders are also more likely to adopt public resolutions 
that may not offer as practical solutions to common problems 
as the circumstances demand. 

Personal contacts are normally warm and friendly and can 
be made away from the limelight of conference rooms and the 
pressure imposed on tbe deliberations by the presence of so 
many leaders all at once. This is not to suggest that bilateral 
contacts should be a substitute for Arab summits; rather, the 
former should pave the way for successful Arab summits 
which can be held regularly and whenever the need arises. 

Problems of the Arab World cannot be solved overnight or 
only through personal contacts or even summits, it is true. 
But through his continued efforts and meetings with Arab 
leaders. His Majesty is showing the way for all those who 
would like to see joint Arab action at work again. 

The Arab World knows that there is no alternative to 
working together if we are to make progress towards onr aims 
and objectives. What Jordan does in its attempts to dose 
ranks, therefore, should be an example for other Arab 
countries to follow. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Ail Ra Y: Looking towards Damascus 


KING Hussein's visit to Damascus and his meetings with Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad are part of Jordan's endeavours for 
formulating a common stand based on mutual understanding and 
confidence. The talks are bound to serve Arab causes because they 
deal with pressing issues of concern to Syria and Jordan, and 
challenges that confront both countries. The meeetings in Damas- 
cus come at a time when the Arab Nation is faced with continued 
challenges and remains threatened by Israel's acts of aggression and 
exposed to foreign hegemony. What is hoped from these talks is 
agreement on joint stands and joint actions, serving Arab people, 
and safeguarding their national rights and interests? Vigilance and 
interaction on the pari of the people remain the best support and 
backing for their leaders who try lo reach understanding and 
cooperation on common action and joint stands. Both the leaders 
and their masses are steadfast and are firm in their stand, working 
in unison for regaining Arab rights and re-establishing justice and 


permanent peace. The Arab masses arc behind their leaders in 
Jordan and Syria, and they look to the meeting in Damascus with 
hope and with optimism. They feel joint steps are bound to lead to 


salvation. 


A1 Dustour: Hope for the masses 


AS part of his efforts for re-establishing solidarity among Arab 
countries and in line with Jordan's firm national policies King 
Hussein continues his talks with Arab leaders and spares no effort 
in trying to serve national interests. The King's talks with Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad in Damascus are pan in this endeavour 
and in pursuit of achieving this end. There is no doubt that the 
critical circumstances the Arab Nation is going through at present, 
and the challenges that it continues to face require dose coordina- 
tion of effons on the pan of Arab leaders and continued cosultation 
and cooperation. King Hussein has devoted his life and his efforts 
to serve Arab national interests, and the Arab masses are attaching 
great hopes to such endeavours. The King realises that this nation 
has no alternative but to pool its resources and its efforts and work 
in unison and with closed ranks if it wants to safeguard its interests. 
The meeting in Damascus is of paramount importance to the Arab 
masses and the whole nation, and we look with hope to the 
outcome and look forward towards further unified steps and joint 
actions that would enhance the Arab stand. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Leaders discuss national ill; 


AS Jordan and Syria shoulder a huge burden of national responsibi- 
lities, and together, continue to face the common challenges of the 
Israeli enemy, it is natural for the leaders of the two countries to 
hold regular meetings and discuss issue of concern to their countries 
and the Arab World at large. The important meetings of King 
Hussein and President Hafez Assad of Syria in Damascus are 
bound to cover the Gulf war. the situation in Lebanon and other 
issues of concern to the Arab Nation at present. Both leadens are 
interested in seeing an international conference being held to 
resolve the Middle East question and both are concerned about the 
continued occupation of Arab territories by Israeli forces and the 
fate of the Palestinians in their homeland and in the diaspora. Syria 
and Jordan have a long cofrontation line with Israel, and both 
leaders are therefore bound to find means of defending their 
countries and the Arab World beyond. Perhaps this meeting in 
Damascus would pave the way for a greater measure of understand- 
ing among Arab countries and an Arab summit conference for all 
Arab countries later on. Perhaps this meeting will serve as a first 
step towards re-establishing all out .Arab solida.itv 'id joint action 
against the common enemies of the Arab Nation. 


Israeli manipulation of U.S. media exposed 


The following article is reprintd 
from the London-based Tbe Mid- 
dle East magazine. 


through friendly means, they re- 
sort to pressure. 


A report by American freelance 
journalist Robert Friedman, 
scheduled to be printed in the 
U.S. in March, warns that the 
American press's “kid gloves” 
approach towards Tel Aviv “has 
resulted in a distorted media im- 
age of Israel... and a skewed view 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict." 
Negative reports about Israel are 
often buried or overlooked by the 
U.S. mainstream media with tbe 
result that the country’s efforts to 
act as an honest broker in tbe 
region have been totally under- 
mined. This approach “has crip- 
pled the United States ability to 
make realistic foreign policy 
judgments and has undermined 
U.S. efforts to act as an honest 
broker in Mid-east affairs," the 
report adds. 


According to Menachem 
Shalev, a former press officer for 
the Israeli consulate in New York 
City: “Good guys can be found at 
every network and nearly every 
important newspaper in the coun- 
try. Their names are passed from 
one press attache to another.” He 
added, “it is crucial that Israel 
gets favourable press in the Un- 
ited States. Tbe stakes for Israel 
— billions in aid and continued 
U.S. support — are very high." 
Shalev noted that press relations 
are a “top priority" of the Israeli 
government. 


In his conversation with Fried- 
man, which took place at a New 
York bar last May, Shalev also 
said: “I had breakfast, lunch and 


dinner with journalists... many 
became friends. I turned my posi- 
tion of trust into a position of 
influence." An Israeli official, 
who would not let his n ame be 
used, told Friedman that there 
are a number of American Jews 
in the American television indus- 
try “from network executives to 
bookers”, who are “more loyal” 
to Israel titan to their employer. 
This translates into “favours” 
ranging from sympathetic cover- 
age of Israel to getting negative 
stories about the country ignored. 
The same source said be knows 
of at least three instances in 
which Israel was able to get 
“negative” news segments left 
our of broadcasts. Friedman says 
that “foe official wouldn’t say 
whether Israel was able to do this 
by convincing executives that the 


stories were wrong, by applying 
some kind of pressure, or 
whether dual loyalty came into 
play.” 


Statements about the support 
Ameican journalists feel towards 
Israel also came from several well 
known people in the media. 
Washington Post editor Ben- 
jamin Bradlee said during an 
interview with Friedman last 
October, that if polled privately, 
the reporters in his newsroom 
“would say that they were pro- 
Israel. Not pro-Syria, not pro- 
Palestinian. I think that’s prob- 
ably a fact of Me.” 

On the other hand, other stor- 
ies and statements cited pressure 
imposed on the American media. 
“If there is anything in the papers 
that smacks of criticism of Israel, 


my editor’s phone starts ringing, 1 
said David Lamb, who covered 
E gy ptian affairs for. the Los 
Angeles Times. He went on to 
add that editors- were much more 
careful when (foaling with Israeli 
stories than they were with those 
pertaining to the Arab World 
“because they know they will 
come under a lot more pressure.” 
The report said that the most 
active organisations involved in 
pressuring the media are the 
American-Jewish Committee, the 
American Jewish Congress and 
the anti-defamation league of 
B’nai B’rith. To flllustrate the, 
might of these and other such 
organisations Friedman notes 
that the Ameican Jewish Com- 
mittee leapt into action, last 
March when it tried to suppress 
Flashpoint , a three part 


documentary /by '.the- '.Public 
Broadcasting Station (PBS) on 
the Middle East that included a 
segment . portraying -Israel's 
occupation of tbe West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Thirty six . stations 
dropped the broadcast, inch “ 
those in Washington D.G. 

New York CSty. 

Friedman says that the U.S. 
media's “love affair” with Israel 
did sour temporarily asa result of 
the 1982 invasion of Lebanon. 
Following -the Israeli action the 
American Jewish - Congress 
helped establish the “fi&shara” 
or propaganda project, 'an 'inte- 
rnship programme that places 
Israeli officials in ^advertising 
agencies in New York to. leant 
how tbe experts handle public 
relations. Before the IsraeU parti- 
cipants returned to Israel, they 




Friedman, a freelance writer 
based in New York, will publish 
his report in the March issue of 
“Mother Jones” magazine, which 
is published in San Francisco, 
California, by the Foundation for 
National Progress. 


In his lengthy study, the writer 
notes that many mainstream jour- 
nalists in the United States, 
Christians as well as Jews, feel 
they should defend Israel. “And 
many others who have tried to 
defy this orthodoxy have come 
under unrelenting attack from the 
Israeli lobby — a coalition of 
editors and publishers, pro- Israeli 
PACS (Public Action Commit- 
tees) and wealthy businessmen — 
which tries to silence dissidents' 
with accusations of anti-Israel 
bias or anti-semitism,” he said. 
The report also shows evidence 
that when Israel and its suppor- 
ters do not get the coverage they 
want in the American press 



were invited to meet top editors 


and executives at the New York 
Times, the Washington Post , and 
all three network evening news 
shows. 

At ABC television network, 
the Israeli participants were 
allowed to sit in on a morning 
editorial meeting, where bureau 
r frift fc from around the world link 
op on a conference call to hash 
out what will be broadcast. “Af- 
ter the hullabaloo over Lebanon, 
the press doesn't do anything 
without callig us for comment,” 
the unidentified Israeli official 
told -Friedman. However, as 
Friedman points out, stories that 
are omitted from tbe American 
press because of the pressures 
brought to bear on journalists, 
are regularly covered by the 
Israeli press. Clearly the Israelis 
have a very successful public rela- 
tions system in the U.S. but, as 
Friedman warns those who si- 
lence the media and stifle debate 
are a threat to Israel, to tbe Arab 
Nation and to the prospects for 
peace in the region. 
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Afghan government 
seeks reconciliation 


in historic town 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 


BALKH, Afghanistan — Alex- 
ander the Great conquered it and 
Genghis Khan razed it to the 
ground, but now the People's 
Democratic Patty of Afghanistan 
is trying to bring national recon- 
ciliation to Balkh, one of the 
legendary cities of central Asia. 

The policy, being applied all 
over the country by the Soviet- 
hacked government in a bid to 
end the seven-year war with Mus- 
lim geunillas, probably has a 
good chance as anywhere of suc- 
ceeding in this district of northern 
Afghanistan. 


Local officials say there has 
been no fighting in the area — a 
bare, dusty plain which looks 
ill-suited to guerrilla warfare — 
for about two years. 

The local Mujahideen (guerril- 
las) seem not to have recovered 
from the loss of their renowned 
leader. Zabihullah Qadri. who 
was killed some two years ago. 

Before then, in Mazar-I-Sharif. 
about 20 kilometres r ist of here, 
“it was difficult evc.i to go from 
the mosque to the Mazar hotel,’’ 
distance of about one 
kilometre, one Afghan recalls. 

Between Balkh and Mazar a 
school is being built where the 
Mujahideen are said to have des- 
troyed the previous one. 

Now, in both towns, things 
look quiet enough. There are 
none of the thumps and booms 
that can be heard around Kabul 
from hostilities that can seldom 
be precisely located. 

The only warlike sound is tbe 
roar of MiG-21 jet fighters con- 
stantly taking off and landing at 
Mazar airport. Just trainers, offi- 
cials say. 


Being market day. Balkh is 
bustling. Turbaned traders sit 
cross-legged on the ground in a 
bazaar stretching round the peri- 
meter of a circular park, selling 
spices and fruits and household 
utensils. 

Two humped Bactrian camels 
stalk along the road, laden with 
bundles of brushwood. Bactria 
was the ancient Greek name for 
the town. 

“There may be up to 50 people 
from the opposition groups in the 
bazaar,” says comrade Naqib, the 
local party secretary. “They are 
free to walk around, see their 
friends and relatives and buy 
food.” 


“Nobody’s afraid to come be- 
cause of military service,” ex- 
plains his deputy Abdul Shakir. 

For the Mujahideen, dearly 
one of the most attractive fea- 
tures of national reconciliation 
launched by the government last 
month is the six-month morator- 
ium on the fordble conscription 
of draft dodgers. 

National reconciliation is in full 
swing in the neighbourhood. 
Commissions of local personali- 


ties to seek dialogue with the 
Mujahideen have teen set up in 
more than half the villages of the 
district. 

Qver tea in his office, Naqib 
waves 'an invitation he has re- 
ceived to the founding ceremony 
of yet another commission. Pas- 
sages from the Holy Koran will 
be read and food distributed. 

But national reconciliation can 
also be a risky business. At least 
two heads of commissions are 
already reported to have teen 
assassinated in Afghanistan, one 
of them in Kunduz province, east 
of Balkh, where the situation is 
said to be much more volatile 
than here. 

Balkh lies in a prosperous pro- 
vince tearing the same name. 
The Caliph Ali, son-in-law of the 
Prophet Mohammed, is believed 
by Afghans to be buried in 
Mazar. Thousands of pilgrims 
flock to his imposing shrine, espe- 
cially in spring when a flag is 
ceremonially hoisted there to 
mark the start of the Afghan 
year. 

The province is fertile. The 
forbidding-looking soil responds 
well to irrigation and the area is 
self-sufficient in most agricultural 
products. 

It was this fertility that first 
attracted settlers from the north 
some four miilenia ago. 

The law-giver Zoroaster settled 
here more than 2,500 years ago to 
found his religion. Apart from 
Zoroastrianism — still practised 
in parts of Iran and India 
— Buddhism, Islam and even 
Christianity flourished in Balkh 
at various times. 

All the great conquerors of 
Central Asia, from Cyrus of Per- 
sia to Tamerlane, passed this 
way. 

The city grew rich, positioned 
at the junction of the trade routes 
between Rome. China and India. 
The Arabs called it Umm Al 
Bilad, the mother of cities. 

Little of this former splendour 
remains. Just some ruined ram- 
parts, a fine blue-tiled shrine to a 
16th-century Muslim theologian 
and the reputed tomb of Rabia 
BaJkhi. a poetess stain by her 
family for falling in love with a 
slave. 

Only a few thousand people 
live here, now that the provincial 1 
capital has been moved to Mazar. 

Soviet-style slogans proclaim 
the unity of the party and the 
people, and modem education is 
making gradual inroads, but peo- 
ple go on tilling the soil and 
selling carpets much as they have 
done for centuries. 

There are no Soviets to be 
seen, despite the proximity of the 
Soviet Union, only 60 kilometres 
to the north, across the Amu 
Darya (Oxus) River. 

Like Afghanistan as a whole, 
the area seems poised between 
Socialism and a traditional free 
enterprise, with no-one quite cer- 
tain which way it will go in the 
future. 


Arens wants Arab Integration’ in Israel; 
Arabs: You cannot integrate horse with rider 


By Elaine Rath Fletcher 

The Jerusalem Post 


ISRAEL’S Jews and Arabs must 
strive for “integration” rather 
than mere “co-existence,” says 
Minister without portfolio Moshe 
Arens. 

‘‘Democratic values, such as 
tolerance and non-violence, must 
be the social- ghie that* binds -foe 
two peoples- together, '■ (W mtriitf fr 
ter in charge of minority afiapiu 
told a forum on Jewish- Arab relit® 
tions at Beit Beil on Sunday 
night. 

But the audience, dominated 
by Arab local council members, 
attacked Arens for politically 
caning up the Arab minority into 
still smaller groups — Druse, 
Beduin, Circassians, Christians 
and Muslims. 

“When you break up Arabs 
into categories ... this is creating 
schisms — not integration,” said 
Assad Azaze, local council chair- . 
man of Dabburiya. 


“The Arabs build Israel, the 
Druse guard Israel and the Jewish 
people live — that’s the real fact 
of life,” said Ahmad Abu As bah, 
head of the Jat local council. 

Asbah protested that Arab 
labourers, are literally building 
Israel today without receiving the 
same local budget allocations, tax 
and national insurance benefits as 
the Jewish- «etor. : ’ 

* ‘ What i&rtbe ^meaning of iu- 
tegratiou? That the 'Arab popula- 
tion will feel they are at home, at 
ease, equals among equals, iden- 
tifying with the state and partners 
in the state.” 

Coexistence, on the other 
hand, merely implied the uneasy 
existence achieved between anta- 
gonists who have opposing 
aspirations, he said. 

“There doesn’t have to be an 
opposition of aspirations of in- 
terests, between Arabs and 
Jews,” Arens asserted. 

“... Still, is it possible to arrive 
al an integration of the Arab 


citizenry in Israel, when, after all, 
Israel is not America? 

“In foe state of IsraeL there is 
something uniquely Jewish. Will 
Arab Israelis be able to identify 


with this unique quality, which is 
uty? it seer 


a Jewish quality? It seems to me 
that this is not impossible.” 

But in order for this to happen, 
said Arens, Arabs must come to 
-grips with the unique elements of 
Jewish experience— and paxticu- . 
larly with how the Holocaust, 
propelled foe state into existence. 

Arens’ Arab audience coun- 
tered find Jews must come to 
grips with the Arab dilemma. 

“You talked abont foe Holo- 
caust. What is happening in the 
refugee camps in Lebanon is not 
a Holocaust?” 

“Let’s call a spade a spade,” 
retorted Arens. “Do we think a 
Holocaust is tbe same thing as 
when each side is killing each 
other every day. It’s not the 
same. It’s far from being the 
same.” 


Arab participants also com- 
plained that tbe Arab sector still 
had not been allowed to play a 
large role in determining its own 
fate on day-to-day issues. 

“Everyone wants integration' 
and coexistence. But it should not 
be that of a horse and his rider. 
The question is whether we can 
be partners in our fate,” said 
. Samir Darwish, local council 
. head of Baka Al Gharbya? 

Israel’s democracy “won't frilly 
1 embrace the Arab minority while 
the West Bank occupation per- 
sists. added Abu Asbah the Jat 
local council head. 

Azaze complained about 
Arens' new proposal for provid- 
ing Druse with access to various 
government tax breaks, housing 
subsidies and job opportunities 
now open only to- the Jewish 
sector. 

“If you want to create integra- 
tion, do it for all Arab citizens — 
this only puts us farther away 
from our goal,” he said. 
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No compromise insight 
in South Korean politics 


By Edwin Q. White 

The Associated Press 


SEOUL, South Korea — Lee 
Min- Woo, the 71 -year-old presi- 
dent of South Korea’s major 
opposition party, sat in a res- 
taurant in downtown Seoul, wait- 
ing, as aides tore off strips of 
plastic kitchen wrap and handed 
them out. 

The strips were to serve as 
makeshift gas masks, protection 
for eyes and noses. They were 
needed when Lee’s entourage left 
the restaurant to walk toward a 
memorial rally for a student tor- 
tured to death by police last 
month. 

The government had declared 
the rally illegal and riot police 
moved in quickly, firing tear gas 
to break up foe march of foe 
elderly politician and his fol- 
lowers. 

The confrontation — repeated 
dozens of times Saturday — illus- 
trates the bitter divisions in South 
Korean politics and indicates 
time may be running out for an 
orderly transfer of power when 
President Chun Doo-Hwan steps 
down in 1988. 

Throughout its relatively short 
modem political history. South 
Korea has seen attempts to de- 
velop democracy milled down in 
factional fighting that led to au- 
thoritarian rule, often with milit- 
ary backing. 

Lee’s New Korea Democratic 
Paify was formed before the 
national assembly elections in 
February 1985, and ran a strong 
second to the governing Demo- 
cratic Justice Party, presenting 
Chun with his first challenge since 
be took power in 1980. 

Since then, the government 
and foe opposition have been 
locked in a bitter and often- 
violent confrontation that has not 
permitted compromise. 

The New Korea Democratic 
Party questions the legitimacy of 


foe government, saying it does 
not nave popular backing and is 
in power only because of military 
support. 

The government counters that 
most South Koreans favour its 
programmes and policies — often 
citing South Korea’s “economic 
miracle” — and maintains that it 
is moving cautiously toward more 
democracy. 

It also charges that members of 
the opposition have come under 
radical influence that verges on a 
Communist or pro-Communist 
line and could only serve to be- 
nefit North Korea and its ideolo- 
gical allies. 

As positions keep hardening, 
both sides concede that time is 
running out for what could be 
South Korea’s first orderly trans- 
fer of power. Chun has said he 
would step down when bis term 
expires in February 1988. 

The government has in princi- 
ple agreed to an opposition de- 
mand for constitutional reform, 
.but the two sides remain far apart 
on issues. 


The opposition is pushing for a 
direct, popular presidential vote 
to replace the present electoral 
college system. The government 
wants a system with a strong 
prime minister and a largely sym- 
bolic presidency. 

The opposition had denounced 
both foe present system and foe 
government proposal, saying 
both systems favour those already 
in power. 

Attempts in the national 
assembly to resolve differences 
have broken down before they 
could get started. 

A constitutional change re- 
quires two-thirds approval in foe 
assembly and in a national re- 
ferendum. 


Castro insists on 
Cuban road to reform 


By Lionel Martin 

Reuter 


HAVANA — Cuban President 
Fidel Castro is bucking a world 
trend. 

Rejecting the compromises 
with c^talism adopted by other 
Socialist governments, Castro is 
seeking economic reform based 
on the revolutionary spirit that 
made it all possible in the first 
place. 


How all that could be accom- 
plished with any degree of 
equanimity in the time left is 
difficult to imagine. 


While many Eastern-bloc na- 
tions are liberalising their econo- 
mies, Castro is turning his back 
cm the laws of the market and 
calling for a revival rather than 
monetary values. 

“All the great things of foe 
revolution were done with re- 
volutionary spirit and they never 
were nor could have been done 
for money,” Castro recently told 
university students. 

His hard-hitting crusade comes 
as Cuba faces a drop in hard- 
currency earnings and a freeze on 
increased help from the -Soviet 
Union, Cuban officials say. 

They say the economy is being 
hurt by foe same trends that have 
weakened other Third World 
economies, mainly lower prices, 
for commodities such as sugar, 
Cuba’s key export. 

The island, although not an oil 
producer, has also been hurt by 
falling oil prices. For the past few 
years, foe lion’s share of Cuba's 
hard currency came - from the 
resale of oil it receives from the 
Soviet Union. 

In dozens of hours of impas- 
sioned speeches, Castro in the 
past year has outlined his crusade 
to get back to the basics of the 
Cuban revolution, political 
awareness — known here ascon- 
denaa — and ideological work. 

In one recently published 
speech, he said: “We ought to 
feel ashamed of the- absence of 
discipline, for the way in which 


we have used our resources, and 
foe moment has come to put an 
end to this situation.” 

Castro recently .charged that 
reliance on purely economic 
mechanisms instead of ideologic- 
al ones “distances us completely 
from revolutionary methods and 
a revolutionary style and spirit,” 
and allowed shortcomings to 
flourish. 

Cuba has had “a tendency to 
mechanically copy the experi- 
ences of other countries without 
stopping to think if they are really 
applicable to the concrete condi- 
tions of our country,” he recently 
told Havana province party offi- 
cials. 


A case in point was tbe far- 
mers’ markets. In foe Soviet Un- 
ion and China, fanners have been 
encouraged to bring their surplus 
produce to the cities and sell it 
directly to consumers. 

In Cuba, similar markets were 
taken over by the government 
because, Castro said, the fanners 
and illegal middlemen were en- 
riching themselves. 

^Similarly, recent policy 
dianges allowing incentive pay 
and profit-malting in government 
Mterprises to increase efficiency 
le d i ns t ead to chaos and even 
corruption, Castro said. 


In order to port profits, mana- 
gers raised prices when they 
should have been cutting costs 
and producing better goods. As 
Castro said in. a December 
speech, managers “began to act 
“*e capitalists, but without the 
efficiency of capitalists.” 

Castro told the third party con- 
Sjess in December that Cuba 
does not reject either the notion 
of profitability of government eu- 
55™? nor “foe Socialist for-: 
muia of payment according to the 
quantity and quality of work.” 
ut he said wages and incentive 
pay^were rising faster than pro- 
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Adnan Khashoggi leaving a charity bad in Paris with his wife. Now, 
with his fortunes railing, an associate says: “Everything is mort- 
gaged — except bis wife.” 

Declining 
fortunes for 
Saudi billionaire 


By WHIiam Scobie . - 

LOS ANGELES — When 
Adnan Khashoggi, known these 
days in California as the 
Vanishing Unbillionaire, filed for 
protection from his creditors last 
month under Chapter 11 of the 
Federal Bankruptcy Code, the 
move came as no great surprise to 
West Coast business moguls. 

For. the past several months 
they have followed with awed 
fascination the crumbling for- 
tunes of the one-time “richest 
man in the world.” Khashoggi, 
the Saudi arms dealer and prop- 
erty tycoon, who served as mid- 
dleman in the sale of U.S. arms to 
Iran, has been in dire financial 
straits since early in 1986 — 
although at that time aides would 
admit only to “a bit of cash-flow 
problem." 

Now Triad America Corp., the 
heart of Khashoggj’s U.S. opera- 
tions, in its filing with the U.S. 
bankruptcy court in Los Angeles, 
has listed assets of S116.S million 
and liabilities of $50. lm. Many 
affiliated companies have also 
made Chapter 11 filings, listing 
separate liabilities. 

“Everything is mortgaged — 
except his wife," according to one 
former U.S. business associate. 
But hope springs eternal in 
Khashogjp's breast. In a recent 
interview with ABC TV here be 
claimed that his fortunes would 
be restored “if peace comes be- 
tween Iran and Iraq." The Ira- ~ 
mans, he said, “still owe' me 
$10m. n 

The picture painted of Adnan 
Khashoggi by business associates 
here is of a man desperately 
striving to maintain his image of 
wealth and international power, 
while writing bad cheques on all 
sides and even failing to pay the 
maids at his New York penthouse 
and the deckhands on his 100 
metre yacht Nabfla. Since it 
appears unlikely that Khashoggi 
can meet a March deadline for a 
S50m. balloon payment on the 
yacht loan, the vessel mil become 
the property of the lender — the 
sultan of Brunei. 

At one point last year, the 
Nabila’s crew told the press that 
they planned to visit Riviera har- 
bours waving placards denounc- 
ing Khashoggi’s failure to pay 


Islamic doctors seek 
religious guidance 


By Rahgat Badie 
Reuter 

CAIRO — Muslim doctors and 
religious experts have agreed to 
set up a centre to give religious 
rulings on controversial medical 
problems ranging from the killer 
disease AIDS to alcohol in medi- 
cine. 

The Cairo centre would liaise 
with siTnilay bodies in other Mus- 
lim cities with a view to reaching 
a coordinated Islamic view on 
medical matters. 

Judging by subjects raised at a 
conference of specialists from 23 
Muslim countries last week, the 
proposed centre will have no 
shortage of topics on which to 
pronounce. 

The meeting heard papers on 
issues as varied as womb-renting, 
m3k batiks, sperm hanks, female 
circumcision and chicken feed. 

The three-day gathering, spon- 
sored by Cairo’s 1,000-year-old 
AI Azhar University, one of the 
oldest seats of Islamic learning, 
also decided to issue an Islamic 
medical journal. 

One conference paper said 
Muslim countries were less ex- 
posed to the AIDS (Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome) 
vims, which breaks down the 
body’s immunit y to disease, than 
other nations. 

itiam bans, sexual perversions 
of any kind, Mohammed Ali AI 
Bar of Sau di Arabia noted in a 
study on venereal diseases and 
AIDS, which is mainly transmit- 
ted by sexual contact. 

He likened the spread of AIDS 
to an episode mentioned in both 


the Koran and the Bible when the 
nation of Lut was destroyed as a 
result of homosexuality. 

A paper by India’s Sikandar 
Hussain, drew parallels between 
AIDS and the punishment of the 
people of Sodom, also mentioned 
in both holy books. 

The researchers concluded that 
Muslim countries were less 
affected than others by homosex- 
uality and, although several 
AIDS cases had been discovered, 
the disease’s presence could not 
be compared with its spread in 
the developed world. 

Another research paper urged 
Muslims not to eat poultry fed on 
fodder made of offal and dried 
fish. It said it was unhygienic and 
was contrary to Islamic teachings 


or birds. 

Author Mohammed Motaweh, 
former dean of AI Azhar’s faculty 
of medicine, said he discovered 
that poultry fed on offal or dried 
fish contained hi g h quantities of 
euric add, responsible for some 
kidney ailm ents. 

Some scfrolais<xmrised prac- 
tices such as artificial insemina- 
tion, womb-renting, abortion and 
mercy killing. One said the world 
was moving towards introduction 
of medicines free of alcohol, in 
Hue with Islam’s ban on alcoholic 
drinks. 

The countries from which par- 
ticipants came included Egypt, 
Jordan, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Indonesia, Uganda, Pakis- 
tan, Tunisia, Turkey, Algeria, 
Sudan, Oman, Iraq, Qatar, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Madagas- 
car and India. 


‘Amerika’ angers right, left, U 
Moscow and advertisers 


N„ 


their salaries. 

The Great Unbillionaire has 
been sued over an unpaid fuel bill 
of $180,000 for his personal DC8 
jet, and his Boeing 7ZJ was also 
grounded because of un paid bills. 

Many top hotels in the U.S. 
and Europe will no longer accept 
the Khashoggi entourage unless 
cash is' paid in advance. 

‘Tm afraid last year was a total 
disaster for Adnan,” says one 
former Khashoggi executive. In 
all, Triad America, his Salt Lake 
Gty-based bolding company, is 
being sued for more than $150m. 
The largest unsecured creditors 
are the Travelers Go., which is 
owed $6 1.5m. and Aetna Insur- 
ance, owed $27.4m. 

How did “AK,” as he likes to 
be known, get into this mess? The 
slide began suddenly in the mid- 
1970s, when Khashoggi’s arms 
-commissions were suddenly sub- 
jected to a tough investigation by 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission. He dodged sub- 
poenas for two years by staying 
out of the U.S., but his arms 
peddling business was seriously 
harmed as both the U.S. and 
Saudi authorities passed laws 
limiting the middleman’s role in 
juicy defence contracts. 

The tens of millions earned 
from such U.S. firms as Loc- 
kheed and Raytheon were later 
squandered in deals that went 
sour at points from the Sudan to- 
Houston, Texas, where Khashog- 
gi bought 21 acres of land on 
which to build a biflioo-dollarreal 
estate complex. The project nev- 
er got off foe ground and the tract 
has been sold. Banks have fore- 
closed on Triad’s other Hooston 
properties. 

Khashoggi’s project for a "huge 
Triad Centre in Salt Lake City, 
which began in the 1970s, re- 
mains only one-third complete. 
Mormon dty fathers and other 
lenders who financed die ambi- 
tious development are suing for 
S61m. Nevertheless, Khashoggi 
claims to be busy planning new 
deals. One, announced in Denver 
last December 21, is for the de- 
velopment of gold mines in Mali 
which, he told a televirion inter- 
viewer, he believes to be the true 
site of King Solomon’s Mines — 
London Observer. 


By Steve Junes 

Renter 

NEW YORK — “Amerika,” a 
television movie about life in the 
United States under Soviet 
occupation, has upset the Krem- 
fin, me United Nations, women’s 
groups and both the U.S. political 
rigfrt and lefi — and it has yet to 
be broadcast. 

Last week the show’s largest 
tingle sponsor, the Chrysler Cor- 
poration, withdrew its planned 
advertising — an estimated $5 
million worth — and other adver- 
tisers appear reluctant to be 
associated with fee show. 

The 14-Vt-hcmr, seven-part 
“mini-series" is the longest ever 
produced for television. 

TASS, fee official Soviet news 
agency, called it “deliberate 
psychological warfare” and the 
United Nations is incensed by 
what it says is an unfair portrayal 
of U.N. peacekeeping forces. 
Feminis t groups do not like its 
portrayal of women as weak and 
treacherous. 

The ABC network, which has 
invested $35 nrifiioD in the pro- 
ject, declared it would go ahead 
with the series despite the puflout 
of Chrysler. 

It said the series, starring Kris 
Kristofferson, Mariel Heming- 
way, Robert Uricfa and Christine 
Lahti, would run on schedule 
starting on February 15 “became 
webefieve in the pr o gramm e and 
will arch irrespective of economic 
pressure.” 

The series could top fee con- 
troversy of “Roots, “Holo- 
caust” and “The Day After,” 
which forced millions of viewers 


to come to terms wife such issues 
as black slavery, fee Nazis and 
nuclear war. 

“The Day After,” a film about 
a midear attack on fee United 
States, was aired three years ago, 
sp ar ki ng BOOM cri ticism that it 
was pro-Soviet. There has been 
speculation that “Amerika” was 
ABC way of redressing the ba- 
lance. 

Brandon Stoddard, ABC’s 
president for entertainment, ack- 
nowledged the idea for “Amer- 
ika” grew from “The Day After.” 

“Da many ways it is very much 
like The Day After,*” Stoddard 
said. “That was about a bunch of 

people and how they lived after a 
nuclear holocaust This is about a 
bunch of people and bow they 
five 10 years after a Russian 
takeover.” 

He denies any political leaning. 
“It’s about how Americans be- 
have, what happens to their fami- 
lies, their jobs, their futures and 
what they are going to do about 
it.” 

However, conservative groups 
have lambasted it for showing a 
less than beautiful America. The 
Soviet Union, they say, is shown 
in too good a light and Americans 
appear too weak. 

Liberals, on the other hand, 
don’t Hke it because they argue it 
helps to fen the kind of anti- 
Soviet feelings common to the 
cold war years and revived re- 
cently in such movies as “Ram- 
bo,” “Rocky” and “Red Dawn,” 
which also dealt wife a United 
States under Soviet rule. 

Chrysler chairman Lee lacocca 
withdrew his company's backing 
after deciding feat scenes of 


American passivity in the face of 
aggression oy Soviet and Interna- 
tional forces was inqoflsstent 
wife hb Ann’s upbeat patriotic 


According to the ABC synop- 
sis, America 10 years after Soviet 
occupation is ruled by a puppet 
regime in fee White House man- 
ipulated by the KGB. In the 
cmce^prosperous U.S. heartland, 
people stand in line for food. 

The country is patrolled by 
forces of the United Nations spe- 
cial service unit — known as the 
SS — who set fire to houses, run 
over innocent people wife tanks 
and rape women. 

Dissidents are held in prison 
camps, propaganda is taught in 
schools and Lenin is hailed along- 
side Abraham Lincoln as a great 
leader. Kristoffeison plays a re- 
bel who manages to raise a rag- 
tag resistance movement. 

“If I didn't know anything ab- 
out this movie, my guess is I 
would probably have a knee-jerk 
reaction against fee premise,” 
said Donald Wrye, writer, direc- 
tor and producer of “Amerika.” 

“If tins script has a political 
theme, it says that democracy 
depends on an individual’s capac- 
ity to exercise the responsibility 
of democracy." 

Ironically, both right and left- 
wing watchdogs of U.S. television 
— the liberal fairness and accura- 
cy in report in g (FAIR) and the 
conservative accuracy in media 
(AIM) — are united in their 
outrage. 

“The mini-series gives credibil- 
ity to two cardinal obscStiODS of 
foe radical right — the idea that 


the Soviets are capable of coxt- 
quering the U.S. and fee idea 
mat fee United Nations is a 
Soviet puppet," said FAIR’S Jeff 
Cohen. 

AIM's Reed Irvine objects be- 
cause “they took what was a very 
well-conceived project and 
tamed it into a show about a very 
benign occupation, with some 
very nice KGB officers.” 

Several peace groups, althoug h 
not ABC to take the show 
off die air, have persuaded focal 
stations to devote air time for 
discussion of the issues. So fer, 
ABC has not agreed. 

“We wish people would wait 
until they’ve seen the p ro g r am me 
before they criticise ft,” said 
ABC spokesman Thomas 
Madrin. 

Hris week, the Soviet Com- 
munist Party newspaper Pravda 
attacked the show but carried an 
interview with Bob Wright, vice 
president of ABCs public liaison 
office. 

“’Amerika’ is a film about 
Americans and for Americans,” 
he said in the interview. “Its main 
idea is to try to examine ... what 
the daily fife of the inhabitants of 
our country would be like if they 
fell under the yoke of a totalita- 
rian system and were deprived of 
the democratic privileges which 
today’s society gives them.” 

In reply, Pravda blasted 
“Amerika” as a provocation and 
said such films could only sow 
strife. Referring to Wright's com- 
ment on totalitarianism, ft added: 
“Such an idea of our country can 
generate only enmity towards the 
'Soviet people.” 
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Esin AtiJ amid exhibits on the reign of Suleyman the Magnificent in Washington 

Turkish treasures tour United States 


By Bruce Russell 
. . Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Turkey has 
sent the United States a display of 
cultural treasures not seen outside 
fabled Topkapi Palace in 20 years. 

Jewelled armour, books, 
clothes and rugs dating from the 
16th-century reign of Sultan- 
Suleyman the Magnificent, are 
on ' display at Washington’s 
National Gallery of Art from 
January 25. 

The exhibition follows 
crowd -pulling shows there last 
year of art from Britain's country 
houses, the Soviet Uniou’s top 
museums and the French 
impressionist collections of 
Europe. 

The Turkish show will also 
appear in Chicago in June and 
New York in October, 
coordinated with tours by Turkish 
folk dancers and musicians and 
exhibits of Turkish architecture, 
carpets, contemporary arts and 1 
fashions. 

"‘Among all of America's 
pri ncipal allies, Turkey is surely 
fee least known,” Sukru Elekdag, 
Turkey’s ambassador in 
Washington, said in announcing 
fee exhibition recently. 

“These events provide an 
unprecedented opportunity to. 
expose Americans to the artistic 
and cultural achievements of fee 
Ottoman empire, and also to the 
rich diversity of the modem 
Turkish republic, heir to the 
cultural magnificence of the- 
Ottoman past.” 

The 210 items on display 
include Suleyman's golden 
portable throne, gem-encrusted 
helmets, swords and jugs, richly 
decorated books and scrolls, 
oriental nigs, and fee colourful 
kaftans or robes the sultan wore. 

Dr. Esin Atil, an Tslamic art- 
specialist who has been preparing 
for this exhibit for two years, says, 
the show will offer a good sample 
of fee opulence of Suleyman’s 
sprawling domain. 

“The Ottoman empire in 
Suleyman’s time stretched from 
tire western part of modem Iran, 
northward to Austria and 
westward to the borders of 
Morocco,” Atil told Reuters. 

“The art produced during fee 
Ottoman period dearly reflects 
the extent and the wealth of the 


empire. 

Carter Brown, director of fee 
National Gallery,, described the 
reign of Suleyman at a news 
conference as “a golden age in 
world history." 

The Ottoman empire lasted 
from 'fee 14th to fee 20th 
centuries, finally collapsing 
shortly after World J. 

The reign of Suleyman from 
1520 to 1566 is regarded as fee 
zenith of its political and economic 
expansion, Atil said. 

Hjs art hoard was kept in fee 
Topkapi, the vast Istanbul 
administrative palace built around 
four courtyards on a peninsula 
overlooking the Bosphorus where 
Euorope meets Asia. 

The first of the courtyards 
houses the empire’s civil service, 
.the second sheltered the palace 
staff, fee third contained fee 
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sultan's court and art works and 
fee fourth was where his harem 
was quartered. It is now a 
museum. 

The Turks placed a ban on art 
woiks travelling 20 years ago after 
art objects loaned to a cultural 
exhibit in Istanbul were burned in 
a fixe which authorities said was 
set by anarchists. 

“The Turkish authorities then 
felt that objects were best 
preserved in their own institutions 
and should not go from one 
building to another,” said Atil, 
Turkish-born but now an 
American citizen. 

She was among those who 
worked to persuade the Turkish 
authorities to lift fee ban. 

In Washington, fee exhibit will 
be displayed in four consecutive 
galleries — like the four 
courtyards of Topkapi — specially 
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constructed wife in the walls of the 
modernistic National Gallery east 
wing on he capital's central Hall. 

The first gallery will deal wife 
Suleyman's administration, the 
second wife Ottoman weapons, 
armour and illustrated histories of 
the sultan's victories, fee third 
wife arts and poetry, and fee 
fourth with fee splendours of fee 
court. 

“This last gallery shows why the 
Ottoman empire had such a great 
reputation in Europe as the 
wealthiest and most splendid 
court in fee world.” Atil says. 

In a recreation of a ceremonial 
event in the courtroom, the 
kaftans of the sultan's courtiers 
will be arrayed in an upright 
position around a precious metal 
inlaid portable throne that 
Suleyman took on his campaigns 
and hunting exhibitions. 
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Controversial strip 
cartoon on nuclear 
war made into film 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

LONDON — A strip-cartoon 
book telling fee story of how a 
bewildered elderly couple try to 
cope wife fee aftermath of a 
nuclear attack scored an unex- 
pected critical and commercial 
success five years ago — now it 
has been made into a full-length 
animated film. 

“When the Wind Blows”, 
based on fee book by British 
illustrator Raymond Briggs, 
opened in London recently, 
wife the voices of fee characters 
provided by two doyens of the 
English stage. Dame Peggy 
Ashcroft and Sir John Mills. 

Briggs, 53, won his reputation 
as an illustrator of childrens’ stor- 
ies. One of his best-known, “The 
Snowman”, has been made into a 
highly successful cartoon film. 

He says the naive British cou- 
ple in “When the Wind Blows," 
who try uncomprehendingly to 
cope wife fee fallout from a 
nuclear war before dying a miser- 
able and lonely death, were mod- 
elled on his parents. 

“Jim and Hilda Bloggs are re- 
spectable working class. Hilda’s 
got pretensions like my mum,” 
Brim said in a recent interview. 

Briggs extracts considerable 
hnmoar from fee couple's vain 
■attempt to relate the approaching, 
holocaust to their pleasant 
memories of how Britons pulled 
together to overcome the rigours 
of World War II. 

When Jim, hearing on the 
radio that war is imminent, says 
“blimey”, Hilda is quick to chicle 
him for bad language. When the 
three minute warnig is sounded, 
she says: *TU just get the washing 
in.” 

. Faithfully following the instruc- 
tions of government civil defence 
leaflets. Tun constructs an “inner 
core or refuge" out of doors 
propped agaist fee wall and 
cushions. 

The bomb falls. They wait for 
someone to send help or tell them 
what to do. Outside is silence, a 
blasted landscape. They get 
headaches, then they are sick and 
have diarrahoea. Their gums 
bleed. Finally , they die mumbling 
prayers and lines from Tenny- 
son’s poem "The Charge of the 
Light Brigade.” 

The book sold 40,000 copies 
within two months of publication 
and immediately set off a political 
controversy, wife some members 
of fee ruling Conservative Party 
condemning it as defeatist and 
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unpatriotic. 

“It is a subtle and pe miaous 
piece of anti-nuclear propaganda, 
well aimed to induce irrational 
fear and panic,” said Conserva- 
tive parliamentarian Stephen 
Hastings. 

In 1984, publication of another 
strip cartoon book, attacking 
Prime Minis ter Margaret Thatch- 
er for launching fee 1982 war 
against Argentina to regain fee 
Falkland islands, won him more 
opprobrium from fee Conserva- 
tives. 

“The tin pot foreign general 
and the old iron woman” de- 
picted fee British prime minister 
as a grotesque figure wife a pair 
of giant breasts which doubled as 
exploding cannons. 

“When the Wind Blows,” re- 
printed every year since 1982, 
was adapted for radio in 1983. A 
stage version toured several 
countries after a successful run in 
a London theatre. 

The film is directed by Jimmy 
Murakami, an American of 
Japanese parentage who lost a 
relative in the atomic bombing of 
Nagasaki. It took over two years 
of work by over 100 animators, 
drawing 190,000 frames at a cost 
of £2 million ($3 million). 

Both Mills, 78, and Ashcroft, 
79, have testified to fee emotion- 
al power, generated by their two 
short dumpy characters. 

“We were roaring with laugh- 
ter at the beginning, and by the 
end we were shattered. It’s amaz- 
ing how those little cartoon char- 
acters got every expression and 
feeling,’ said Ashcroft. 

“This film is going to have 
tremendous visual impact,” said 
Mills. 

Briggs originally said the book 
was not intended as an anti- 
nuclear tract, but has since 
joined fee campaign for nuclear 
disar mame nt and become in- 
creasingly politically outspoken. 

Members of the Families for 
Defence Group yelled “Jim and 
Hilda are safe with NATO” out- 
ride the London cinema where 
the film premiered this week. 

Critics were generally favou- 
rable. Hie Guardian reviewer said: 
“The film achieves the extraor- 
dinary feat of allowing us much 
gentle amusement on the way to 
its icy conclusion, and it does tins 
without seeming to patronise its 
characters unduly.” 

But a review m “The Indepe- 
dent” said that although the char- 
acters were sympathetic, the 
film’s simplicity was irritating. 
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Edberg tested by unseeded 
student in U.S. indoor tennis 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) — Sweden’s Stefan 
Edberg, the no. 2 ranked player In the world, held 
off a determined American student to take a 7-6, 
2-6, 6-4 victory at the U.S. Indoor Tennis Cham- 
pionships. 


"He played well. I was a little 
surprised,' 1 Edberg said after his 
match Tuesday night with Richey 
Renebeig. 

Edberg, the tournament’s no. 1 
seed, won the first set on a 7-5 
tiebreaker before allowing Re-‘ 
neberg, an amateur ranked 340th 
internationally, to take the 

second set. 

"I lost my concentration in the 
second set for a while,” Edberg 
said. 

In an earlier match, ULF Sten- 
lund of Sweden collected seven 
straight points in a tiebreaker in 
an upset of no. 8 seed Anders 
Jarryd, also of Sweden. 

Stenlund, unseed for thfr 
tournament, ended the match 7-6 
(7-5), 6-3 after Jarryd took a 5-0 
advantage in the first-set tieb- 
reaker. 

“I played very well and he 
missed some easy shots,” Sten- 


lund said after the match. 

The victory sends Stenlund to a 
third-round contest with no. 10 
seed Kevin Curren of the United 
States, who ended the second 
round with a 6-4, 6-2 victory over 
Claudio Panatta of Italy. 

No. 4 seed Brad Gilbert of the 
United States moved to the third 
round with a 6-1, 6-3, defeat of 
compatriot John Sadri. 

Unseeded Greg Holmes of the 
United States staged a second- 
round upset with a 6-4, 3-6, 6-2 
victory over fellow countryman, 
no. 12 seed Aaron Kirckstein. 

No. 14 seed Eric Jelen opened 
the second-round play with a 
quick 6-3, 6-1 victory'over Jaime 
Yzaga of Peru. 

The $315,000 U.S. indoor be- 
gan Monday at the Racquet Club 
of Memphis and runs through 
Sunday. 

In continuing first-round play. 


Andrei Chesnokov of the Soviet 
Union defeated Christo Steyn of 
South Africa 6-3, 6*2 to gain a 
second-round match with no. 2 
seed Jimmy Connors. 

Paine Visser of South Africa 
held on in a hard-fought match to 
defeat Jimmy Arias of the United 
States, 7-6, 7-6, with tie-breakers 
of 74 and 9-7. 

The victory puts Visser in 
second- round play against no. 9 
seed Jonas Svensson of Sweden. 

Sergio Casal of Spain defeated 
Mel Purcell of Atlanta 6-3, 2-6, 
6-3, while Terry Moor of Mem- 
phis beat Kelly Jones of San 
Diego 6-2. 3-6, 7-5. 

Tournament director Tom 
Buford said Connors, no. 3 seed 
Mikael Pemfors and no. 5 seed 
John McEnroe would play their 
first games Wednesday evening. 

Edberg, two-time winner and 
defending champion of the Au- 
stralian Open, won the U.S. in- 
door in 1985 and lost the finals 
last year to Gilbert. 

Connors has won the U.S in- 
door a record seven times and 
McEnroe won it in 1980, his last 
previous appearance at the cham- 
pionships. 


Tennis pros to play in Olympics 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) 
— An experimental plan allowing 
the millionaire superstars of ten- 
nis- to compete as temporary 
amateurs in the 1988 Olympic 
Games was endorsed by the In- 
ternational Olympic Committee's 
executive board Wednesday. 

The board, opening a four-day 
session, took the action shortly 
after North Korean postponed a 
meeting with the panel and IOC 
President Juan Antonio Samar- 
anch to discuss the North's in- 
volvement in the '88 Games in 
Seoul. 

That session was rescheduled 
for late Thursday. 

No explanation was given for 
the postponement, according to 
Michele Verdier, the IOC 
spokeswoman. But it was thought 


that the delegation wanted to 
discuss some points with officials 
in the North Korean capital of 
Pyongyang. 

Tennis was the last sport to 
have its eligibility for 1988 re- 
solved. And the plan approved by 
the board, if ratified by the fell 
IOC at its session in May, would 
make the tennis tournament at 
the Seoul Games virtually a fifth 
Grand Slam event. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 


Fully-furnished one 
bedroom and .two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour T.V., 
central heating, telephone. 
Two locations, Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 


Phone: 673768, 672842 after 
2 p.m. 


Under the plan, drawn up by 
the International Tennis Federa- 
tion, players such as Ivan Lendl 
and Martina Navratilova would 
be eligible to chase Olympic gold. 

But they would have to sus- 
pend most of their professional 
connections — including lucrative 
endorsement contracts and links 
to persona] coaches and financial 
agents — for the period of the 
Games. Logos for the player's 
individual sponsors would be 
banned from uniforms, shoes and 




icquets. 


players would be subject 
to regular Olympic regulations, 
such as doping controls and living 
in the athletes village, and would 
be urged to take part in interna- 
tional events such as the men’s 
Davis Cup and the women’s Fed- 
eration Cup. Those tournaments, 
along with regional qualifying 
rounds, would decide the Olym- 
pic field. 

_ Most importantly, the proposal 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Deluxe flat consists of two bedrooms, lounge, guest 
room and dining room. First floor with central heating 
and telephone. Located in the best site of Shmeisani. 


Call 564636, Thursday, Friday, all day and the rest of 
the week after 6 pjn. 


bars players from accepting, 
“either directly or indirectly, any 
form of financial reward for 
(their) participation in or results 
of the Olympic tournament.” Ex- 
ceptions would be payments 
established by the player’s 
National Olympic Committee. 

The plan, presented to the 
board by the IOC’s eligibility 
commission, would be in effect 
for 1988 only. But it said that 
“future decisions regarding ten- 
nis, based upon the experience of 
the 1988 Olympic Games, will be 
made following such Games.” 

The executive board also said it 
would set up negotiations with 
FIFA, the international gov- 
erning body of soccer, over eligi- 
bility for the 1992 Olympics in 
Barcelona. 

FIFA and the OIC last October 
adopted a soccer eligibility code 
for 1988 that allows some profes- 
sionals in but keeps most of the 
top stars, such as Argentina’s 
Diego Maradona, out. 

The North Koreans, led. by 
National Olympic Committee 
President Kim Yu Sun and 1 ' Vice 
President Chm Chung Gukfinet 
with Samaranch for two hours in 
what were described beforehand 
as informal meetings to set guide- 
lines for the executive board pre- 
sentation. 

Verdier said the North Ko- 
reans asked for the meeting to 
give die executive board and 
Samaranch an explanation of the 
North’s position. 


NBA roundup 

Dallas Mavericks defeat Portland 


NEW YORK (AP) — Mark 
Aguirre and Rolando Blackman, 
too played for die victorious 
West team in Sunday’s NBA All- 
Star Game in Seattle, took their 
all-star show home to Dallas. 

Aguirre scored 34 points to 
lead the Mavericks to a 135-115 
victory over tire Portland Trail 
Blazers Tuesday night. Blackman 
scored 28 points as the Mavericks 
increased their lead to three 
games over Utah, which lost to 
Phoenix 102-98. 

Sam Perkins had 21 points for 
Dallas, while Steve Johnson with 
27 and Kfld Vandeweghe wife 23. 
led Portland. 

Elsewhere, it was Houston 115, 
San Antonio 92; Boston 119. 
Denver 105; the Los Angeles 
Lakers 114, Sacramento 98; 
Atlanta 125. Seattle 113; Chicago 
104, Philadelphia 99; Indiana 
126, Golden State 125 in over- 
time; Cleveland 100, New York 
95. 

Sons 102, Jazz 98 

Larry Nance scored 30 points, 
including a pair of free throws 
with 10 seconds remaining, to 
spark Phoenix. Nance also pulled 
down 21 rebounds and handed 
out five assists while Walter 
Davis added 21 points. Karl 
Malone led Utah with 26. 

Rockets 115, Spurs 92 

Akeem Olajuwon scored 25 


points despite sitting out the 
fourth quarter as Houston snap- 
ped San Antonio's seven-game 
winning streak. 

Olajuwon blocked six shots 
and grabbed seven rebounds 
while Rodney McCray scored 23 
points and had eight assists and 
Jim Petersen had 19 points and 12 
rebounds. 


streak. 

Tom Chambers, the most valu- 
able player in Sunday’s NBA 
All-Star Game when he scored 34 
points, led Seattle with 35 and 
Dale Ellis added 28. 


Bulls 104, 76ers 99 


Celtics 119, Nuggets 105 


Kevin McHale scored 36 points 
and grabbed 14 rebounds as the 
Celtics won In Denver for the first 
time in three years. Robert Parish 
bad 22 points and Larry Bird 18 
for the Celtics. Alex English top- 
ped Denver with 31. 


Michael Jordan scored 29 
points after being held to sx in 
the first half, but Chicago needed 
a layup and free throw by Gene 
Bulks with less than two minutes 
remaining to hold off Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Philadelphia’s Julius Erring 
had a game-high 30 points. 


Facers 126, Warriors 125 


Lakers 114, Kings 98 


- Byron Scott scored 30 points 
and James Worthy added 23 as 
the Lakers posted their 23rd con- 
secutive victory over the Kings, 
stretching back to Feb. 18, 1983. 
Otis Thorpe had 27 points for 
Sacramento, winch suffered its 
sixth straight loss. 


Rookie Chuck Person made a 
3-point field goal with nine 
seconds remaining in overtime 
for the last of his 28 points. 

John Long was a leading scorer 
with 36 points for the Pacers, 
including six in overtime. Eric 
Floyd and Joe Bany Carroll each 
had 35 for Golden State. 


Hawks 125, Supersonic* 113 


Cavaliers 100, Knocks 95 


Dominique Wilkins scored 46 
points, including four free throws 
in a decisive 10-2 fourth-period 
burst, as Atlanta snapped a' six- 
game road losing streak and Seat- 
tle’s seven-game home w innin g 


Ron Harper led Cleveland with 
25 points, although he scored 
only one second-half field goal. 
Gerald Wilkins bad 25 for the 
Knicks, who scored the game’s 
first seven points and led by 13 
early in the second quarter. 


England downs Australia 
to win World Series Cup 


SYDNEY (R) — England com- 
pleted a dean sweep of the inter- 
national cricket competitions in 
Australia when it clinched the 
World Series Cop at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground Wednesday 

ni gh t. 

An eight-run victory in the 
second match of the best-of-three 
final gave England a winning 2-0 
lead. It also won the test series 
2-1 to keep the Ashes and carried 
off the Four-Nation Perth Chal- 
lenge, another limited-over com- 
petition, in December and 
January. 

A deciding match in Mel- 
bourne on Friday looked a dis- 
tinct possibility when England, 
batting first after Mike Gatting 
won the toss, was restricted to 
187 for nine from its 50 overs. It 
was 102 for two and going at four 
runs an over before poor batting... 
and some combative Australian 
out-cricket stopped its progress. 

Australia also started well with 
Allan Border and Geoff Marsh 
putting on 55 for the first wicket. 
But in trying to lift its run rate 
against tight English bowling the 
innings fell apart and if finished 
on 179 for eight. 

Ian Botham, whose 71 from 52 
balls spurred England to victory 
in the first final match in Mel- 


bourne' last Sunday, took three 
for 26 from 10 overs Wednesday 
might and was named player erf 
the finals. 

Chris Broad, named interna- 
tional cricketer of the year earlier 
in die week, scored a diligent 53 
to give die England innings a 
solid foundation. 

He shared an opening stand of 
36 with Botham, whose contribu- 
tion was a muscular 25, and put 
on 37 with Bill Atfaey, who made 
16 before chopping off-spinner 
Greg Matthews on to his stumps. 

Then in the space of five overs 
Australia removed David i lower, 
caught off Peter Taylor for 17, 
Broad, splendidly picked up at 
mid-wicket by Simon O’Donnell 
off Matthews, and Gatting ran 
out for seven when Allan Lamb 
changed his mind about a second 


ran. 




’ . Lamb made some amendswith 
a hard hit 35 from 39 balls but it 


SHAKHSHIR RENT A CAR 
Shmeisani, Middle East Hotel, Tel. 
668958 

Announces a reduction of 25 -per cent on car 
rental fees during the period Feb. 10 through 
May 10, 1987. 


seemed spinners Matthews and 
Taylor, with two wickets apiece 
for 31 and 29 runs respectively, 
hade made the more telling con- 
tributions. 

Botham, testing and tempting 
die batsmen with his customary 
mixture of very good and very 
ordinary bowling, turned the 
match decisively England’s way 
by removing Border for 27 and 
then dislodging Marsh and Greg 
Ritchie.. 


Dev, Azharuddin 
rescue India 


CALCUTTA (R) — Mohammed 
Azharuddin Kapil Dev 

shared an unbroken sixth -wicket 
stand of 76 to avert a batting 
disaster for India on the opening 
day of die second cricket test 
against Pakistan Wednesday. 

Put in to bat by Imran Khan, 
India lost its fifth wicket at 149 
shortly- before tea. Bnt, by the 
dose, India had recovered to 
reach 225 for five with Azharud- 
din 51 not out and captain Kapil 
Dev also unbeaten on 39. 

India, without veteran opener 
and former captain SunO Gavas- 
kar for the. first time since 1975, 
lost wickets regularly throughout 
the day after an aggressive start 
by Krishnamacfaari Srikkanth. 

Srikkanth hit Imran Khan for 
three successive fours in one over 
and scored 22 runs from 23 de- 
liveries before be was caught at 
deep square leg ' by Satim Malik 
off fcfi-pfrA paqgqan r .\yasim 
Akrain wnh, India on. ... 

Mohinder Amarhath added 
only nine before he was run out at 
73 when Aran Lai, replacing 
Gavaskar, refused a wick single. 

For a time Dilip Vengsaikar 
and Aran Lai threatened to build 
a commanding third wicket stand, 
but Lai went when he hooked a 
bouncer -from Salim Jaffer to 
Tauseef Ahmed at square leg to 
leave India 104 for three. Lai had 
justified his inclusion with a con- 
trolled innings of 52, including 
seven fours, from 95 balls. 



Fast * Efficient * Reliable 
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Electrolux 


ELECTROLUX JORDAN TRADING Co Ltd 
P.OBOX 925229' AMMAN 



TO LET 


Furnished flat first floor, southern Um Uthaina, two 
bedrooms, one spare bedroom, two sitting rooms, one 
dining room, big kitchen, two bathrooms, balcony, 
telephone and heating. 


Please call: 812044, Thursday from 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Friday - all day 



THE ECONOMIC PRESS CO. 

Your fast friendly printer 


Business and invitation cards, letterheads, 
invoices, adhesive labels, envelopes, 
carbonless forms, hole punching, binding 
and hot foil stamping. 

Coloured company reports, brochures, 
advertising leaflets, magazines and 
newsletters. 


Computer typesetting. 

For a complete printing service. . .cal! 


623278 or 637804 


King Hussein Street P.O.Box 6511 Amman 


AMMAN BACCALAUREATE 
SCHOOL 


FORMERLY THE 


In 


INTERNATIONAL 


BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL) 



The school is expanding its kindergarten and will be 
opening a third KG1 class in September 1987. 
Application forms are now available from the school. 
They should be returned to the Junior School Office by 
Wednesday 25 February. 


Please note that, In accordance with Ministry of 
Education regulations, a child must have been 
bom in 1983. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
t Air. land 
Sftrtofiflm 
10 Continent 
abtor. 

13 “Good Earth" 
harafcM 

14 Golf dub 

15 Casino game 

16 Ham and dub 
18 Swenson of 

-Benson” 

IB Most ordmty 
20 Attached 
22 — Bowl 

24 SfioemeUng 
ship 

25 Biew* 

28 Remedy 
32 Kitchen 


33 UFO creature 

34 Moon vehicle 

35 Uproor 

36 Weedier word 

37 Shut nolsBy 

38 Lincoln or 
Ford 

39 Opera by 
Massenet 

40 porridge 
hot-" 

41 Causing 



C1B07 Tribun. Made SantaM. Inc. 

m ffionn Rhwm 


6 Mght-taand 


Yretorriiy** Pozzlo Sohret 


43 Wine 

44 Test 

45 Sped 
47 Put on 
SOCtosem 

54 Co m me nd 

55 Rocha con- 


7 Old tetter 

8 “Rock of — " 
9Heta AWOL 

lOSeamcNn 

11 Jason’s strip 

12 Sound of 


57! 

56 Not active 
69 variable star 

60 Deranged 

61 Ports of 


151 
17 Has on 
21 Heavy vehicle 
23 Eng. explorer 
25 Sp. efty 
2601 tie birds 
27 Literary 

no m de p lu m e 
29 Indones ia n 


nnnn nnnn nrcnran 

nnnn nnnra ramnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnran 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 


nnnnnra nnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnn nmnnnn 
nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 


62 Gar. river 


DOWN 

1 The majority 

2 t " 

3 Territory 

4 Needy 

5 P 


aoivrit 

31 Ant oM style 

33 King of co me dy 40 Fold 

36 Adds one’s 42 Give off 

two cents 43 

37 Landtag area 46 P ia ni st 

on water 47 Attention 

39 


48 Antitoxins 

49 Actor Andrews 

51 Arthurian Wty 

52 Saharan - 

53 Artocnr 
56 nar knot ■ 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Chelsea beats Oxford 4-0 


LONDON (AP) — Chelsea defeated Oxford United 4-0 in an 
Fn gfkh First Division soccer game Tuesday night. Hie west 
London team’s lowest crowd of the season, 9,546, saw Chelsea 
take the lead through Mike Hazard with a 12-minute penalty. 
Gordon Doric, after 31 minutes, Kerry Dixon, 54, and Pat 
Nevin, 78, added further goals. Chelsea moved above Oxford 
into a mid-table position. The result did not affect leading 


Soviets edge Bangladesh in soccer 


DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — The Fekel dab of the Soviet 
Union beat the Bangladesh White Squad 1-Oin the 5th President 
Gold Cnp touraamnt at Dhaka Stadium on Tuesday. The 
Soviets, playing their first match of the tournament, earned two 
points for the victory. Gennady Mtitarian scored the goal for the 
Soviets in the 42nd minute. No other games were played 
Tuesday, the fourth day of the tourney. China, India, Syria and 
Thailand are also taking part, as well as a second Bangladesh 
team. ■ - • vrjr / 


America’s Cup parades in NY 


NEW YORK (AP) — The America’s Cup is destined to go to 
San Diego, bnt it made a brief appearance in New York. 
Tuesday. About 100,000 people lined Fifth Avenue and cheered 
as the urn-like sAver vessel and the crew that won it passed by in 
•a ticker-tape parade. Dennis Conner, the skipper who lost die 
cnp to Australia in 1983 and won it back last week, received the 
key to the city when the parade ended. 


Fans burn effigy of Gavaskar 


CALCUTTA (R) — Cricket fans burnt an effigy of former ' 
Indian captain Sunil (Sunny) Gavaskar for refusing to make an 
appearance in the second cricket test against Pakistan and a- 
local politician has said he will complain to the “highest 
authority” against die ace batsman. The match began Wednes- 
day without the legendary Indian batsman who is 73 runs short 
of setting a world record 100,000 runs in test cricket. Newspap- 
ers Wednesday published pictures of fens burning an effigy of 
Gavaskar. They quoted a member of the ruling Congress Party 
as saying he would ask selectors to ban Gavaskar from playing 
for India. Gavaskar said he would not play in Calcutta for 
personal reasons. Published reports said he was still angry about 
being booed by crowds a year ago. 


BRITISH LADIES VISIT FACTORIES 


On Monday Feb. 9th The British Ladies of Amman 
most graciously visited two factories in Zarqa: Eagle 
Distilleries Co. and M.M. Haddad & Sons Co. The 
group toured both adjacent factories to observe 
first-hand how the various finished products are 
manufactured. 


At M.M. Haddad & Sons, the ladies saw how potato 
chips are made from fresh potatoes and they also 
viewed the com curls plant. The group then went on 
to observe how various make-up, perfumery and 
cotton items are produced. 


At Eagle Distilleries, the British ladies toured the 
carbon dioxide (CO 2 ), dry ice and alcohol plants. 
They observed the production of arrack and pure 
medical alcohol along with the bottling of various 
types of alcoholic beverages. 


pie ladies had many interesting questions to ask 
about every aspect of production, 
tour ended with light-snacks for all before the 
group 'departed back to Amman. 
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London exchange rates | Saudi French Bank reports lower profit I Lebanese lira 

t tV« fHt n 1! M «- » i » — . . • I 

breaks through 
‘starvation barrier’ 

BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese pound, once the 
strongest currency in the Middle East, crashed 
through the 100-level Wednesday to dose at a new 
low of 102.00/104.00 to the dollar. 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day. 

One sterling 1.5240/50 U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 0365/70 Canadian dollar 


One sterling 1.5240/50 

One U.S. dollar L3365/70 

1.8155/65 
2.0480/90 
1.5352/62 
37.50/55 
6.0425/75 
1291/1292 
153.20/30 
6.4875/4925 
6.9900/50 
6.8500/50 

One ounce of gold 402.60/403.10 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Shares advanced afresh on revived buying 
after Tuesday's shakeout but closings were off best levels. At 
1530 GMT, the FTSE 100 share was up 19.6.10 1,894.5 having 
touched a high of 1,904.1. 

Dealers said that the renewed strength of the market reflected 
investor confidence that first time de alings in British Airways 
would get off to a strong start. In the event, British Airways 
made its debut at around 119p compared with the part paid 
value of 65 p' and dosed at llOp. It ws the most actively traded 
issue on a turnover of almost 197 milli on shares. 

Dealers said the market moved ahead in earlier tr ading on a 
perception that Tuesday's declines were overdone. Better than 
expected results from Amstrad. a sharp rise in British Aeros- 
pace and renewed demand for the internationals took prices^ 
further ahead towards midsession. 

However, the higher levels failed to attract much follow 
through and the wider market began to tail back, gaining little 
support from the weak early showing on Wan Street. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY* FEB. 19, 1907 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Only by using your 
charm to the greatest possible advantage will you over- 
come today's tendency to get involved in the negative 
factors of your activities. 

AR1 ES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Some talent you possess 
requires a new inspiration before you can use it to your 
advantage. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) It would be wise to ab- 
sent yourself from home today. Have guests in tonight 
and show you are an excellent host. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Go over any writings 
and be careful of what you say. Much care in driving 
is advised. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Do nothing 
that can ruin your bank account. Budget your assets 
wisely. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Try to get a point across.to . 
another, but don't be surprised if you meet with a lot 
of resistance. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Be tactful if you want 
to get out of some responsibility that irks you. Set up 
a new plan of action. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) A thoughtless person 
could give you trouble during the daytime if you per- 
mit. but later you can be happy. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Take care you do not 
lose prestige in public, or at work, by some foolish 
actions. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) If you try to 
keep a promise you will be confused. Your mate can be 
helpful. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You can make long- 
term plans with a dose' friend today. Be clever and 
cooperative for best results. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Plan how best to get 
an associate to Understand your views. Don't attempt 
public matters today. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You may not be content 
with your environment, but don’t make any changes yet. 
A prominent person is supportive now. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY - he or she will 
be tested early, so give fine training in ethics so that 
your progeny can handle whatever comes up intelligent- 
ly. Upon reaching maturity life will be much easier and 
there will be more money to do with as he, or she. likes. 
Be sure to give praise when earned. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, FEB. 13, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today brings all sorts 
of opportunities with the full moon. Combine your most 
conservative and unconventional i deas into a plan that 
represents both schools of thought. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Contact the most in- 
teresting friends you have and gain their suggestions 
for advancing your ideas. . 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Get in touch with pro- 
minent people who show you the most modern ways 

to handle your concerns. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Discuss your new ideas 
with partners and show your finest talents for excellent 

results now. . ... . , 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Some special 
for your mate can bring more appreciation for 
your talents. . . . - 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Show more appreciation tor 
the talents of those who seem to be a bit bizarre and 

unusuaL , . 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Try to expand m your 
worldly affairs. Your have inspired ideas and your co- 
workers go along with you now. ... 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Get into activities that 
can bring you the greatest amount of happiness, whether 
in business or in pleasure. ... 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Discuss your ideas with 
family ties. Have guests in and treat them nicely. They 
can be helpful. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Be more 
enthused in communicating with others and get better 
results and added benefits. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Use progressive 
methods to make your home mare attractive and 

comfortable. _ 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You are full of energy 
and have excellent ideas that will spur you on to ac- 
complish a great deaL . , 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You can qmetly make 
apian that can bring you greater success in the future. 
Do whatever will please your mate. , _ 

* IF YOUR CHILD IS BOHN TODAY .. he or ste wffl 

be cm of those delightful young p«xonswlmwm be vezy 

capable in any New Era outlet, so be sure to send this 
cos to modem schools where advanced subjects will be 
-tanght; Year progeny will not be like moat others, but 
don't try to change this. 


JEDDAH (R) — Saudi French 
Bank Wednesday reported a 14 
per cent dip in 1986 net profits as 
a slowdown in the Saudi Arabian 
economy and the need to increase 
provisions for bad and doubtful 
loans cut into earnings. 

Managing Director Yves Max 
told Reuters the bank had a net 
profit of 94.9 mini mi riyais ($25.3 
million), compared with 110.4 
million ($29.4 million) in 1985. 

The bank, officially AI Bank 
AI Saudi Al Fransi, is the fiist of 
the kingdom’s XI commercial 
banks to publish 1986 earnings, 


which are generally expected to 
show a decline. 

Mr. Max said Saadi French’s 
smaller profit was caused by a 
drop in commercial activity in the 
Saudi economy and a rise to 138.0 
million riyais (S36.8 million), in 
the amount set aside for bad and 
doubtful loans, from 75.5 million 
($20.1 million) in 1985. 

“All the banks (in Saudi Ara- 
bia) considerably increased their 
provisions last year and, as results 
appear this year, 1 think they will 
show the same,"’ be said. 


The slowdown in the Saudi 
economy came as world oil prices 
tumbled. This imposed a severe 
strain on foe private sector and a 
□umber of companies were un- 
able to repay bank loans. 

Saudi French, owned 60 per 
cent by Saudi nationals and 40 
per cent by Banque Indosuez, 
said assets at the end of 1986 rose 
to 14.88 billion riyais (S3.97 bil- 
lion) from 13.72 billion (S3.66 
billion) a year earlier. 

Despite the decline in net pro- 
fit, Mr. Max said: “I feel rather 


Romanian energy crisis deepens 



BELGRADE (R) — Romania 
has applied severe new restric- 
tions on the use of fuel and power 
in a sign that the co mmunis t 
country’s protracted winter ener- 
gy crisis is biting deeper, accord- 
ing to Western diplomats con- 
tacted in Bucharest. 

They said Romanian President 
Nicoiae Ceausescu bad issued a 
decree, published in newspapers 
this week, reinforcing already 
tough restrictions on energy con- 
sumption. 

The limits mean Ro manians 
would be able to use hardly any 
domestic appliances and, as one 
diplomat said, “they probably 
won’t even be able to press their 
trousers.” 

The. decree orders a 20 per cent 
cut in power consumption by 
households and a 30 per cent cut 
by organisations not involved in 
industrial production. 

Extremely low quotas have 
been set for electricity use in 
domestic households, already suf- 
fering from no heating, low gas 
pressure and long power cuts. 


The new regulations will bring 
added hardship as food shortages 
persist throughout foe country, 
with much of Romania's food 
production exported to pay off its 
foreign debts. 

Under foe decree a two-person 
home in the city is allowed only 
30 kilowatt hours of electricity 
per month, and a similar home in 
the countryside is allowed only 20 
kilowatt hours. 

A home of three to four per- 
sons is allowed 47 kilowatt hours 
in foe city and 33 in the country- 
side. Excesses will be fined. 

People will be charged from 30 
to 400 per cent more for each 
extra kilowatt hour of electricity 
they use, and from 50 to 300 per 
cent more for each extra cubic 
metre of gas. 

People who exceed gas quotas 
by more than 10 per cent will 
have their supply cut off com- 
pletely. 

A family of three to four per- 
sons living in a three-room flat is 
allowed no more than 261 cubic 
metres of gas in February for its 


hearing, hot water and cooking. 

Diplomats said a family of this 
size would normally consume at 
least 1,000 cubic metres in a 
winter month. 

They said newspapers had car- 
ried explanations to educate peo- 
ple on bow much power is used 
by domestic appliances. 

For example, a Romanian elec- 
tric iron would use one kilowatt 
hour of power per hour of 
ironing. 

“People won’t be pressing 
their trousers. In fact, they prob- 
ably won't use many appliances 
at all,*' a diplomat said. 

Hie rules are expected to re- 
main in force during March. 

Private cars have already been 
banned from the streets in Roma- 
nia this winter, and blackouts of 
six hours or more have been 
reported in various parts of the 
country. 

Romania, which publishes very 
few precise figures about its eco- 
nomy, has suffered a serious 
energy crisis over foe past three 
winters. 


Brazilian central bank president 
resigns as interest rates hit 750% 


BRASILIA (R) — Mr. Fernao 
Bracher, president of. Brazil's 
central bank since August 1985, 
has resigned, a government 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

No official reason was given for 
Mr. Bracher’s resignation but 
there bad been speculation that 
his departure was imminent fol- 
lowing a recent dramatic rise in 
domestic interest rates. 

Mr. Bracher, 51, took office 
pledging to reduce interest rates, 
but over foe last few weeks rates 
have soared to record levels. 

- On r Tbesday, rates tra short-., 
term bank certificates of deposit 1 .' 
climbed 100 percentage points to 
680 per cent, an unprecedented 
one-day rise. On Wednesday they 
rose to around 750 per cent. 

The government spokesman 
said foe new central bank presi- 
dent would be Mr. Frandsco 
Gros, a director of foe National 
Bank of Economic and Social 
Development. 

Political sources said Mr. 
Bracher had been under increas- 
ing political pressure to quit. 

He has been a leading figure. in 
Brazil’s attempts to secure fresh 
loans to cope with its severe 
balance of payments crisis. He was 
due to leave shortly for talks with 
h anke rs in Europe on obtaining 
$4 bflHon in new loans. 

Brazil is Latin America’s 
largest debtor, owing $103 bil- 


lion. 

Mr. Bracher’s resignation com- 
es as Brazil appeals to be fating 
another turning point on its eco- 
nomic problems, with the ques- 
tion looming whether it will be 
forced to turn to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for assist- 
ance. 

The civilian government of 
President Jose Sarney refused to 
renew an IMF loan programme 
suspended two years ago after the 
country’s former military regime 
failed to meet certain economic 
. targets. But pressures for a return 
t to foe IMF fold, especially from 
its commercial bank creditors, 
are increasing, diplomats say. 

A year ago, the government 
enacted its much-heralded Cruza- 
do plan, freezing prices, establis- 
ing a one-time nominal wage 
adjustment, and putting an end to 
currency devaluations against the 
dollar. The IMF looked favour- 
ably on the Cruzado plan and foe 
Pans Chib of government credi- 
tors agreed to go ahead with debt 
talks without an IMF belt-tight- 
ening programme. 

But the government last week 
virtually abandoned foe price 
freeze policy, and the financial 
markets expect that this month- 
alone inflation will be about 20 
per cent 

Expectations of high inflation 
have kept powering bank rates 


upward, while the local stock 
markets have nosedived. 

“This is what is called runaway 
inflation. It is very, very scary,” 
said Mr. Ercole Carpientieri, ex- 
ecutive vice-president of foe 
American Chamber of Com- 
merce in Sao Paulo. 

The crippling interest rates 
have made the business commun- 
ity increasingly restive. 

A few dozen placard-carrying 
businessmen held a protest in Rio 
De Janeiro with a band playing 
.foe funeral inarch to symbolise 
their plight. 

On Thursday thousands of far- 
mers are due to arrive in the 
capital Brasilia to protest against 
the skyrocketing rales and low 
prices for their produce. 

A spokesman for the farm lob- 
by umbrella group, the Broad 
Front of Agriculture, told Ren- 
ters that if the current situation 
continued, Brazilian agriculture 
would be doomed. 

Economic analysts say the pre- 
vailing rates, with some borrow- 
ers bong charged 1,000 per cent, 
make it virtually impossible for the 
country to tackle one of its core 
problems — lack of new invest- 
ment in industry. 

“There is no legal activity in 
the world that 1 know that is 
going to have that rate of return,” 
said one Western diplomat. 


satisfied under the general cir- 
cumstances.” 

He said there should be a 
gradual improvement in the eco- 
nomy if ofl prices and Saudi 
Arabia’s budget plans were stable 
over the next few years. 

“Proviaons may follow the 
same trend,” he said. “I hope we 
have reached the worst and now 
maybe have reached a normal 
level. In such a case, the banks 
will be able, to keep control over 
the situation and cover any bad 
loans that may develop.” 


Four Arab 
states plan 

to set up joint 
steel plant 

BAGHDAD (OPECNA) — 
Four Arab countries — Iraq, 
Algeria, Saudi Arabia and Egypt 
— are planning to set up a joint 
steel plant with an annual produc- 
tion capacity of 120,000 tonnes. 
Feasibility studies for the venture 
were discussed at a recent meet- 
ing here sponsored by the Bagh- 
dad-based Arab Industrial De- 
velopment Organisation (AIDO) 
and the Algiers-based Arab Iron 
and Steel Federation. It was 
agreed that such a plant was 
needed to meet future demand 
for steel products in the Arab 
World. The project is likely to 
take several years to complete, 
according to officials. With the 
exception of Egypt, all foe coun- 
tries involved in the proposal are 
members of OPEC. 


Vatican orders 
spending freeze 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — The 
Vatican, troubled by a budget 
deficit that was expected to reach 
$56 million last year, has ordered 
a spending freeze for 1987, Vati- 
can officials said Wednesday. 

A letter sent to department 
heads by Cardinal Agnelo Rossi, 
bead of the administration of the 
patrimony of the Holy See, said 
foe 1987 budget has not yet been 
approved so spending must be 
confined to the 1986 limits, 
according to foe officials, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

However, a special commission 
of cardinals appointed by Pope 
John Paul II in 1981 to study the 
Vatican’s financial problems is ex- 
pected to meet here in March and a 
new budget could be approved at 
that time. 

Last October, the Vatican fore- 
cast a record budget deficit of $56 
million for 1986, although the 
actual figure has not been re- 
leased. 

The Vatican said at the time 
that it was operating under an 
austerity budget that could not be 
trimmed further, that its financial 
patrimony was being steadily 
eroded and as a consequence 
there was an urgent need for help 
from Roman . Catholics around 
the world. 

The budget covers expenses for 
the Curia, or foe church's central 
administration, foe church’s di- 
plomatic missions and the Vati- 
can’s radio station and daily 
newspaper. 
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“It’s broken through the 
starvation barrier.” said a father 
of six. “We’ve been complaining 
about hunger, but I think it 
means real starvation this time.” 

The pound has lost more than 
82 per cent of its international 
value since January 1986, with 
dealers blaming continued uncer- 
tainty over Lebanon’s 11-year 
civil war. 

Public protests against spirall- 
ing food prices, armed robberies, 
theft of food from supermarkets 
and long queues outside bakeries 
and petrol stations are now com- 
monplace. 

Dealers said the central bank 
intervened to stem the decline in 
the pound, which had closed 
Tuesday at 99.00/99.30, by selling 
an undisclosed amount of dollars. 

“This is bound to mean prices 
will go up even further." said one 
housewife. “We will need wheel 
barrows to carry cash to the 
shops. And few of us have the 
cash to cope with that.” 

A report published by the 
General Labour Federation, 
which groups local trade unions, 
said consumer prices rose 162.2 
per cent in the 12 months ending 
Dec. 31. 

“Lebanon's pre-war strength 
was as a centre for world finance. 
The country has no major natural 
resources and its industrial base is 
tiny,” said one banker. “We im- 
port practically everything we 
need.” 

“The value of our currency has 
always been based on confidence 
in our skills as entrepreneurs in a 
free market and there just isn’t 
very much confidence left right 
now,” be added. 

Bankers said another reason 
for loss of confidence was the 
presence of U.S. warships off the 
Lebanese coast following the kid- 
napping of at least nine foreigners 
in west Beirut last month. 


Authorities last month intro- 
duced a series of austerity mea- 
sures -to tackle the country’s rising 
import bill and a widening state 
budget deficit fuelled by the 
pound's fall. 

The central bank tightened reg- 
ulations on a compulsory treasury 
bill purchase scheme to cover the 
government ‘budget deficit and 
has banned trading in the 
Lebanese pound on Gulf and 
European accounts to curb spe- 
culation. 

It also imposed a solvency ratio 
on all commercial banks operat- 
*mg in Lebanon. Bank capital 
must in future cover three per 
cent of liabilities, letters of credit 
and guarantees. 

Bankers said they doubted if 
the measures would work. “We 
support most of foe moves, but I 
don't think they tackle foe root of 
the issue and that's political” one 
banker told Reuters. 

Local newspapers have carried 
reports of families offering their 
children for sale because they 
could no longer afford to feed or 
educate them. 

“We will have to get used to 
one meal a day, and without any 
meat,” said one Christian east 
Beirut resident. 

But there are signs a tiny elite 
still enjoys the good life. Res- 
taurants are packed and the latest 
models of European and U.S. 
cars can still be seen on Beirut’s 
streets. 

The economic crisis has 
spawned innumerable tales of 
growing resentment of the “have- 
nots" for “haves". 

“A butcher told me he was 
serving a customer who buys 
scraps of meat every 14 days,” 
said a resident. “A smartly-dres- 
sed woman came in and ordered 
meat for her dogs. Die poor one 
grabbed the rich woman by foe 
hair and began kicking her.'* 


Algerian agricultural 
production increases 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria re- 
corded increased agricultural pro- 
duction in the three seasons en- 
ding last year, mainly due to 
particularly favourable weather 
conditions, according to statistics 
published Wednesday by the offi- 
cial news agency APS. 

There were substantial in- 
creases in foe output of pulse, 
potatoes, fresh vegetables and 
fodder crops, the agency said. 

Further growth in foe sector 
was hampered by lack of irriga- 
tion, the poor state of existing 
irrigation networks and serious 
damage to crops caused by pests, 
APS said. 

The agency put total farm pro- 
duction in the 1985-86 season at 
7,593,000 tonnes compared with 


just under seven million tonnes 
foe previous season and 

4.815.000 tonnes in 1983-84. 
Among the best performers 

were pulse, up from 37,000 to 

65.000 tonnes in the three-season 
period, potatoes which doubled 
bom 415,000 to 838,000 tonnes, 
and fodder crops which increased 
from 677,000 to 1,260,000 tonnes. 

But cereals dropped last year 
to 2.5 million tonnes from the 
1985 record of three million 
tonnes. 

Hot-house crops increased by a 
phenomenal 360 per cent from 

50.000 to 180,000 tonnes, indicat- 
ing a big expansion in this type of 
cultivation designed to protect 
crops from the vagaries of foe 
weather. 



“Good roll! You got a spare in 
lane 3, a strike in lane 4 and 
a split in iane 5!” 
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Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 




EFFOTE 


COP'S 6IRLFRIENF 
CAU6HT HIM. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon 


Answer here: \ 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles BEGOT FORAY HAPPEN PARISH 


Answer; The 
than 


that chfldren wear out faster 
ARENTS 
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Aquino clips her powers by 
proclaiming new constitution 


MANILA (R) — President Corazon Aquino 
Wednesday proclaimed a new constitution that 
takes away her near-dictatorial powers and res- 
tores her country to full democracy for the first 
time in 14 years. 


Mrs. Aquino signed the proc- 
lamation at a solemn ceremony in 
the same chanddiered presiden- 
tial palace hall where former rul- 
er Ferdinand Marcos exactly a 
year ago, tried to rally his nation 
just before fleeing into exile in 
Hawaii. 

“The night is over. The day is 
here. Let us finally put aside the 
deeds of darkness and put on the 
armour of light," Mrs. Aquino 
said quoting from St. Paul after 
she wrote down her name, using 
eight gold pens. 

"She later gave away seven of 
the pens to her top aides, keeping 


one herself. 

The 22,000- word constitution, 
which curbs the presidential right 
to declare martial law and sets the 
stage for legislative and local 
elections next summer, was 
approved by a massive vote of 
16,622,111 in favour and 
4.953,375 against in a plebiscite 
on Feb. 2. 

Mrs. Aquino hopes to use her 
landslide victory in the plebiscite 
to assert her full authority over a 
nation battered by economic 
problems, coup plots and a resur- 
gent 18-year Communist in- 
surgency. 


Defence Minister Rafael Reto, 
who attended the ceremony, told 
Reuters the sword of war Mrs. 
Aquino had promised to un- 
sheath against insurgents if her 
peace efforts failed "is sharper 
now than ever." 

She issued the proclamation 
the day after 14 people — 11 
soldiers, an army lieutenant and 
two civilians — were killed in the 
first major flareup of fighting 
after a 60-day ceasefire. 

Gen. Heto said “there could be 
intensified fighting , it's hard to 
say" the days ahead with the 
resumption of skirmishes in the 
countryside. 

Applause burst across the hall 
when election co mmissi on Chair- 
man Ramon Felipe handed Mrs. 
Aquino the official plebiscite re- 
sults. saying “our people have 
spoken." 


After declaring the charter 
“duly ratified by the Filipino peo- 
ple and in full force as of today," 
the 54-year-old president stood 
before supreme court Chief Jus- 
tice Gaudio Teehankee, placed 
her left hand on a black, gilt- 
edged family Bible and swore “to 
preserve and defend the constitu- 
tion.'’ 

She later administered the 
same oath of allegiance to 206 
officials, including her cabinet 
ministers, gathered in front of 
her. 

Mrs. Aquino spoke on the 
same spot, overlooking the River 
Pasig, where Marcos almost a 
year ago to the day was sworn in 
as president following a fraud- 
marred election. 

Hours later, Marcos fled after 
his government collapsed in the 
face of a civilian-backed 


Countries asked to take 
part in U.S. ‘supercollider’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Prop- 
osals for participation in the Un- 
ited States* “supercollider” ato- 
mic research project have been 
extended to countries throughout 
the world, a U.S. government 
official said. 

The administration of Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan hopes other 
nations will want to contribute 
technology, equipment or funds 
to the $4.4 billion effort, said Dr. 
Alvin W. Trivelpiece, director of 
energy research for the Energy 
Department. 

Dr. Trivelpiece told a gather- 
ing of foreign correspondents 
Tuesday that there have been 
informal talks with scientists from 
Japan and some other countries, 
but that no formal replies have 
been received. 

Foreign countries including the 
Soviet Union, he said, are invited 
to “decide what interest they 
have, what contribution they 
could make and what they expect 
in return." Even modest propos- 
als would be welcome, he said. 

Dr. Trivelpiece said Soviet col- 
laboration on the giant atom- 
smasher would not necessarily be 


unique. 

“We have a fundamental pro- 
tocol with the Soviet Union" on 
basic research topics such as the 
fundamental properties of mat- 
ter. that could cover the super- 
collider, he said. 


Under the U.S.-Soviet pro- 
tocol, he said, Soviet scientists 
have worked in the United States 
“even during periods of political 
stress." Soviets have visited the 
Fermi Laboratory near Chicago, 
site of -the largest particle 
accelerator in the world and men- 
tioned as a possible location for 
the larger facility. 

In this field of research, “hard- 
ly any paper is done by the 
scientists of one country any 
more, making it truly an interna- 
tional activity,” Dr. Trivelpiece 
said. Thus, he said, the Soviets 
“can certainly make suggestions 
if they want to cooperate, and if 
so, how.” 

Earlier, Energy Secretary John 
S. Herrington told a news confer- 
ence that the government would 
try to select a site by January 1989 
for the S4.4 billion supercollider. 


Dublin opposition will not 
scrap Anglo-Irish pact 


DUBLIN (R) — Opposition 
leader Charles Haughey, tipped 
by opinion polls to win next 
week's Irish election, has con- 
firmed that a controversial 
Anglo-Irish accord on Northern 
Ireland would not be abandoned 
if he returns to power. 

Mr. Haughey. a hardline Re- 
publican, was once a staunch 
opponent of the 1985 accord, 
which gives Dublin a consultative 
voice in the running of the Brit- 
ish-ruled province, torn by secta- 
rian strife. 

But he has since softened his 
stance and said in a radio phone- 
in programme Tuesday: “When 
we come into office, we will have 
to accept the situation as we find 
it.” 

He added: “Democratic West- 
ern governments have to accept 
agreements which arc there when 
they come in. Civilised govern- 
ments cannot renege on an inter- 
national agreement signed by 
their predecessors — they have to 
honour it.” 

The agreement, widely re- 
garded as the major achievement 
of Prime Minister Garret Fitz- 
gerald, has been generally wel- 


comed by the Catholic minority 
in Northern Ireland. 

Under its provisions, ministers 
from both sides of the border 
meet to discuss everything from 
cross-border security to court re- 
form. It is fiercely opposed by 
Protestant hardliners in the pro- 
vince, who see it as a British 
government sell-out on the road 
to unification with the Irish Re- 
public. 

Mr. Haughey said his party 
Fianna Fail would stick to the 
accord if returned to power next 
Tuesday but would also “strive 
through political and diplomatic 
action to see if we can change 
those constitutional implications 
to which we take objection.” 

Opinion polls show only four 
per cent of the electorate consid- 
er “the national question” of 
Northern Ireland a major elec- 
tion issue. The campaign for the 
Feb. 17 poll has been dominated 
by the crisis in the economy. 

Ireland's national debt has 
soared, unemployment has 
reached almost 20 per cent and 
up to 30,000 youifg people a year 
are emigrating to the United 
States, Australia and Britain. 
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TWO HELPINGS OF DUCK 


U«ith vulnerable. Snuth deals. 
NORTH 

♦ A 72 

T 10832 
: S 

♦ KQ975 

WEST EAST 

4K43 *1085 

'7 J 5 4 7 A 9 

•.' 9 73 VA.J10 6S 

♦ A J 10 3 #862 

SOUTH 

♦ QJ96 
7 KQ76 
: KQ42 
#4 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 r Pass 2 ♦ Pass 

2 v Pass :i 7 Pass 

4 7 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: I'mir nf 7 


Even experienced defenders 
tend to take their are*> too soon. 
Holding them to the right moment, 
even when declarer leads an obvi- 
ous singleton, can reap rich re- 
wards. Venezuelan stars Robert 
Benalm. West, and Francis Vernon, 
EaM , showed i he right technique in 
a match against Panama. 

■North-South bid aggressively to 
game, thunks ro North electing to 
jump io three hearts at his second 
turn, even though he had already 
made a two-nvcr-one response. 
However, with all three missing 
aces and the king of spades favora- 


bly located, it looked as if four 
hearts would be a simple contract 
to make. 

Bonaim elected to lead a trump, 
his partner won the ace and re- 
turned the suit to declarer’s king. 
The four of clubs was led and. even 
though that was possibly a single- 
ton, West ducked and dummy's 
queen took the trick. The singleton 
diamond from the table was 
ducked by East and declarer 
won. 

Declarer now tried to make the 
hand on a crossniff. But when two 
diamond ruffs on the table and two 

club niffs In hand failed to drop ei- 
ther minor-suit ace, declarer had to 
settle for nine tricks with the help 
of a spade finesse. 

Such excellent defense deserved 
to be rewarded As the cards lie, 
however, declarer missed a chance 
to land his contract. After the 
queen of diamonds wins, declarer 
should run the queen of spades. 
(West must duck, oLherwi.se de- 
clarer can make the hand easily by 
taking a finesse for the ten of 
spades on the way back..) Now de- 
clarer draws the lasr trump and 
continues with a spade in the ace 
.ind a spade back. In with the king 
of spades. West is end played. 
Whether he elects to exit with a 
dub or a diamond, he mast set up a 
tnck for declarer in the suit led. 
The long spade is the fulfilling 
trick. 


Sri Lanka says Jaffna 
can be captured in days 


COLOMBO (R) — The Sri 
fjinkan government said 
Wedresday its troops could cap- 
ture th«. Tamil rebels stronghold 
of Jaffna within days if the separ- 
atist guerrillas refused to negoti- 
ate an end to fighting. 

National Security Minister 
Lalith Athulathmudali told state 
radio that security forces were 
gaining ground on the Jaffna 
peninsula, in the north of the 
islan d, in a drive against the 
li berati on Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) gu errilla s. 

“If the LTTE want a military 
solution, Jaffn a can be captured 
wi thin days," he said. 

“T he op eration in Jaffna is for 
die LTTE to come to the nego- 
tiating table (and) to show them 
that they are militarily weak.” 
Mr. Athulathmudali told the 
government-controlled newspap- 


er Daily News in an interview 
published Wednesday that the 
troops were advancing in Jaffna, 
320 kilometres north of Col- 
ombo, and the northern town of 
Mannar at a rate of 10Q metres a 
day. 

“We have only 1,400 metres 
more (in Jaffna) to capture," he 
said. 

“If the forces occupy 100 
metres and stabilise control over 
this area each day, that will be 
adequate.” 

Mr. Athulathmudali said near- 
ly 5,000 troops were combing 
jungles in northern and eastern 
areas of Sri Lanka to flush out 
rebels in a widespread offensive, 
now in its seventh day. 

The guerrillas are fighting for a 
separate homeland in the north 
and east for Sri Lanka's Tamil 
minority. 


3 youths charged with 
New York racial murder 


NEW YORK (AP) -- Three 
teen-agers were gMiy d with 
murder and nine others with les- 
ser crimes .in a racial attack in 
which a white mob beat three 
black men and chased one..pf 
them into traffic, where he was 
killed by a car. 

The suspects, ages 16 to 18, 
surrendered Tuesday morning to 
police in die New York City 
Borough of Queens, where the 
attack took place on Dec. 20. 

The 12 defendants, accompa- 
nied to state supreme court by 
parents and lawyers, were 
arraigned before Justice Alfred 
D. Lerner. All pleaded innocent. 

Two of the three youths 
charged with murder Tuesday 
had previously faced the same 
charge until a judge dropped it 
for lack of testimony by the survi- 


vors of the attack. 

Those charged with murder 
again were Jon Lester and Scott 
Rem, both 17. 

Tbe ; other youth charged with 
murder, was Robert Riley, 17, 
who was described by special 
prosecutor Charles J. Hynes as 
the only defendant who cooper- 
ated in the investigation. 

The indictment charged that 
Kero, Lester and Riley caused 
the death of Michael Gnffith, 23, 
by chasing him and forcing him to 
nm onto a highway, where he was 
struck by a car and killed. 

The indictment also charged 
that several defendants attemp- 
ted to kill Cedric Sandiford, 36, 
by striking him in the head with a 
bat and kicking and punching 
him. The third victim of the 
attack was Timothy Grimes, 19. 


EC-C. American talks 
end as discord continues 


GUATEMALA CITY (R) — A 
peace-seeking conference of 
European Community (EC) and 
Central American nations has en- 
ded after two days of squabbling 
among the Central Americans 
and with few positive results, 
European delegates said. 

A communique was delayed as 
Nicaragua and its pro-U.S. neigh- 
bours argued over the wording. 

In its final form the declaration 
limited itself to expressions of 
support for the Cootadora initia- 
tive and called on all countries 
with interests in the region to 
work for a lasting peace. 

It also stressed the need for 
greater economic cooperation 
with both Europe and among the 
Central American countries 
themselves. 

The EC pledged to substantially 
increase its aid to the region 
through technical support and 
direct financing. 

The Europeans have repeated- 
ly said the negotiated peace 
sought by the Contadora group of 
Mexico, Panama, Colombia and 
Venezuela is the only way to 
resolve the dangerous tensions in 
Central America. 

But they have stressed that no 
amount of third party diplomacy 

can succeed if the five countries 
themselves are unable to reach 
agreement. 

Just how far a pan the two 
factions are was made painfully 
clear, delegates said, when El 
Salvador launched a blistering 
attack on the Soviet-backed San- 

dioista government shortly after 
the meeting began. 

Salvadoran Foreign Minister 
Ricardo Acevedo Peralta ac- 
cused Managua of trying to des- 
tabilise his country by supporting 
the leftist rebels against that El 
Salvador has been fighting a 
seven-year old civil war. 

The Sandinistas were deter-, 
mined to export their revolution 
and subvert Central America 
with the help of Cuba, he added. 


Nicaraguan Foreign Minister 
Miguel D'Escoto in turn accused 
El Salvador of being a U.S. pup- 
pet He also attacked the princi- 
ple behind this weekend's meet- 
ing in San Jose, Costa Rica of El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras 
and Costa Rica, designed to con- 
sider a new peace plan for the 
region. 

■ “It is unacceptable that other 
countries should gather together 
to tell us what to do with our 
internal affairs,” be told repor- 
ters Tuesday. 


The plan reportedly calls for 
the Sandinistas to open dialogue 
with their internal opposition on 
the restoration of democratic 
freedoms. 

“Nicaragua is the most demo- 
cratic country in Central Amer- 
ica,” Mr. D'Escoto said. 

European delegates said there 
was a growing sense of frustration 
among the 12 EC countries in the 
free of the increasing polarisation 
of right and left-wing positions in 
Central America. 

“1 think some of them were 
wondering here what was the 
point of our trying to help,’,' said 
one senior envoy. 

There were also signs the Euro- 
peans are looking for more posi- 
tive and concrete actions towards 
peace, perhaps to include specific 
timetables for direct negotiations. 

Delegates said The Nether- 
lands particularly urged a more 
pragmatic approach in closed- 
door sessions Tuesday. 

They also noted a hardening of 
Europe's attitude towards the 
Nicaraguans who have tightened 
their dampdown on civil liberties 
due to the perceived threat from 
the U.S.-financed contra rebels. 

Nicaragua itself Tuesday prop- 
osed a solution be sought on the 
basis of a set of Contadora prop- 
osals elaborated three years ago 
but European delegates, talking 
privately to reporters, dismissed 
the idea as mere propaganda. 


Punjab chief minister 
excommunicated 


NEW DELHI (R) — The high 
priests of the Sikh faith excom- 
municated Punjab's embattled 
chief minister Wednesday for de- 
fying their edict to dissolve his 
moderate wing of the state’s rul- 
ing Akali Dal (Party). 

The priests’ decision was 
announced in the Sikh holy city 
Amritsar and followed Chief 
Minister Smjit Singh Bamala’s 
refusal to heed a summons to 
appear before the priests at 2 
p.m. (0830 GMT). 

The' chief minister had been 
ordered to the Golden Temple in 
Amritsar, the Sikhs’ holiest 
shrine, to answer charges. But 
the chief minister instead sent an 
aide with a written answer. 

Akali Dal members loyal to 
Mr. Barnaia passed a resolution 
late Tuesday urging him to defy 
the order from the high priests, 
traditionally the supreme author- 
ity for India's 14 million Sikbs. 


Golden Temple complex, 
ordered Mr. Barnaia to appear in 
person with a written explanation 
of his actions and told aD Sikhs to 
shun him until he complied. 

Mr. Barnala’s party has shrunk 
to a 47 minority in the 115- 
member Punjab Assembly surviv- 
ing only with the support of 
Prune Mimster Rajiv Gandhi's 
Congress (I) Party and other 
opposition groups. 


Mr. Gandhi, while critical, has 
supported Mr. Barnaia and sent 
thousands of paramilitary police 
into Punjab to combat Sikh 
separatist violence wind) claimed 
more than 650 lives last year. 

Mr. Baxnala's supporters said 
be had responded to the priests as 
party president in line with party 
resolutions and was guilty of no 
personal misconduct. The resolu- 
tion instructed him to send a 
written reply to the priests in 
those terms. 


The resolution seemed likely to 
set priest and politician on a 
collision coarse in the violence- 
racked north Indian state where 
politics and religion have tradi- 
tionally gone hand in hand. 

The high priests declared Mr. 
Barnaia a sinner on Monday for 
refusing to dissolve his highly- 
factionahsed party to permit the 
formation of a new unifi ed Akali 
Dal including his more hardline 
Sikh political opponents. 

The priests, who st in the 


“Each and every one of ns is 
responsible for the stand we 
have taken,” the resolution said, 
declaring that they had acted in 
the interests of the party, the 
state of Punjab and the Indian 
nation. 

The Akali Dal, the main Sikh 
political party since the 1920s, bas 
splintered under Mr. Barnala’s 
17-mouth leadership into moder- 
ates and hardliners demanding 
greater concessions for Sikhs 
from New Delhi. 


Bangladeshi troops, villagers 
repulse guerrilla attacks 


DHAKA (R) — Security forces 
and villagers armed with bows 
and arrows have repulsed an 
attack by separatist tribal guerril- 
las in southern Bangladesh, offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

They said nearly 100 heavily- 
armed rebels from the outlawed 
Shanti R ahim (peace force) ring- 
ed a crowded village in Chitta- 
gong Hill Tracts Tuesday night 
and began firing indiscriminately 
with machine guns and other 
automatic weapons. 

The rebels also set many 
bouses ablaze, forcing hundreds 
of panicked villagers to flee into 
nearby jungles. 

Those who stayed behind used 
bows and arrows to help police 
and paramilitary forces repulse 
die attack. 

Local officials told reporters 
the rebels retreated after a heavy 
exchange of gunfire which lasted 


nearly 20 minutes, but they were 
unable to say if there were any 
casualties. 

The Shanti Bahini attack came 
after the government said Tues- 
day it had formed a task force to 
step up its fight against the rebels. 

Military sources in the port city 
of Chittagong told Reuters the 
task force, headed by Brigadier 
Mohammad Sbahjahan, would 
oversee an ^indefinite night cur- 
few imposed along the border 
with India. 

Bangladesh says Shanti B ahini 
operates from camps in the north 
eastern Indian state of Tripura 
and receives arms and framing 
from the Indian Border Security 
Force (BSF). India denies the 
charges. 

Local -officials said the guerril- 
las slip into - the heavily-forested 
hill tracts at night under cover fire 
from the BSF. 


GOUUMNSI& 


U.S. ambassador teargassed 


ASUNCION, Paraguay (AP) — Thirty policemen disrupted a 
dinn erparty in honour of the U.S. ambassador to Paraguay and 
him, his wife and 300 guests, officials sai d. The re 
were no injuries reported in the disturbance outside the home of 
an opposition activist in suburban Trinidad. Witnesses ana 
embassy sources said Ambassador Gyde Taylor and his wife 
Virginia were rushed away from the house by U.S. Marines. 
“Police threw a (tear gas) grenade near a table where Taylor 
was,” one diplomatic source said. The source said Mr* Taylor 
telephoned Foreign Minister Carios Saldivar to complain of his ■ 
treatment, but embassy sources would not say whether tire 
iaddent would be protested formally. 


TV crew roughed up in Moscow 


MOSCOW (R) — Western television crews trying to film a 
Moscow street protest against the detention of Jewish dissident 
Iosif Begun were roughed up by a group of young men who 
damage d their equipment, witnesses said. They said several 
dozen youths closed in as the television crews approached a 
s mall group of demonstrators on the Arbat, a pedestrian street 
in central Moscow. The protesters have been demonstrating for 
Begun 's release for the past three days. 


Soviet women face shortage of tights 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet women are scouring the shops this 
winter in search of tights because of an unexpected shortage of 
supplies, the official newspaper Sotsialisticheskaya fadustria 
said. In reply to a reader’s letter asking why tights had 
apparently disappeared from the shops, the daily said demand 
had risen because their price had recently been cut by the State 
Prices Committee. Factory production allowed for women 
buying two pairs of tights a year, and although output had 
increased there were sttD not enough to meet demand, it sakL 


Dutch police recover 60 stolen guns 


THE HAGUE (R) — Police recovered 60 stolen Israeli- 
designed Uzi machineguns in a series of raids in Rotterdam and 
arrested four men, including two soldiers, the Defence Ministry 
Sixty-two Uzis and other weapons were stolen last month 
from an armoury at militry barracks in the central Dutch town of 
Ede in what has been described as The Netherlands' biggest 
post-war arms theft. Spokesman Eric Ouwejan said police found 
the Uzis and three pistols from the armoury break-rn and 400 
bullets and other weapons in raids on several houses. 


Man praised for scorpion farm 


PEKING (AP) — A young man who got rich by raising 
poisonous scorpions for medicinal purposes was praised for 
contributing to technological progress. Zhou Jihu, 27, of Wuhan 
has made 527,000 since setting up his scorpion farm last year, 
and he now employs 14 people, the official Xinhua News 
Agency said. “Zhou's scorpion-raising techniques have become 
so renowned that he has been given l.S million yuan ($405,000) 
for a state-funded research project,” Xinhua said. 
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ACROSS 
1 Soli cMnk 
5 Coassera 
Id Honing device 
IS Pi m mi 

18 Eng. river 

19 The mob 


4tf Make* boners 

41 Lawy 

42 Dm aeroso ls 

43 indent 


acronym 
4S Sbdaim 


81 Profundity 
62 Undergarment 
of yore 

84 Dog wanting 
65 Flatterers 
88 DU movie woric 


82 Astxmed a 


MDweBbiga 

85 Wind* up 

87 Let 

BB Quant harbor 


20 Actor Mtcfcaoi 

48 Motto be 

59 Poker term 

89 Ra. fruit 

21 Trademark 

dsefoaed 

70 Hesitate 

82 Terra — 

22 Not far pab- 

50 Atlanta 

71 Antt-proMbt- 

83 Defame 

■ceflan 

stadkan 

bonist 

98 DeeapOva 

24 In secrecy 

51 Mtas Rottadga 

72 Comparison 

stratagem 

2S Refers 

52 Feeds the 

srprd 

88 Suppression of 

27 Throws down 

kitty 

73 Concealment 

printed matter 

the gauntlet 

S3 Farktaceous 

75 Yoke — 

101 Meets a bet 

29 Most certain 

54 Tricks 

76 Numerical 

102 Gourmand 

30 Ogled 

55 Nooks 

prefix 

103 Evaluates 

31 SmaS fruit 

57 Thao la be 

77 Mah-jongg 

104 WesTa Wyatt 

SZFtoraakan 

la England? 

places 

105 Use an abacus 

33 Pyramidal 

SB Chess place 

70 Ood of war 

106 Mother Hubbard 

roofs 

59 Theater 

79 Team of 

107 Wipe oti 

38 Shrewd 

omployoe 

omown 

108 Gypsy 

37 Tknner? 

80 Ponder moorSy 

80 Train movers 

gentleman 

DOWN 

1 ConverMe 

28 Scot, shtor 

58 Ruhr city 

78 Less refined 

2 FMsbad 

31 Foundation 

57 Rehailed 

81 Man 

SHafay 

32 — Caverns. Vs- 

58 Discontinue 

82 Actress 

4 Home 

33 Smoke: vor. 

60 Sailing stipe 

Bernadette 

5 Strikes 

34 Tending 

• 81 Pharmacist's 

83 Cereal grain 

O.T. style 

38 Communication 

see, 

84 Arrange aide 

8 Added Bq- 

banter 

82 Suffrage 

by aide 

norto 

38 Eateries 

load* 

85 — Rw 

7 Salamanders 

37 — me beans 

83 Raddtaft 

87 Theater 

B — down 

38 Hash! ■ 

ytiltnr var. 

■Ufa klMII 

(subside) 

39 DtscasekM 

64 Securities 

88 Mantes' tin 

8 Dhtrasaad 

group 

85 Summoned by 

89 Greek peak 

10 Rash 

41 Erml 

name 

90 Repented 

11 USCtiaf 

42 Dooornm 

88 Adores of 

81 Not up yet 

Justice once 

44 Opera singer 

status 

92 Pretty 

12 Frees (of) 

Stevens 

87 Packs away 

93 Theatrical 

13 Util 

48 — In on (took 

69 Holds saray 

_ group: abbr. 

14 Private 

advantage of) 

over 

94 “One-boss — " 

15 Jupiter 

47 Bbgbmlag 

TOSoop 

95 Emerald Isle 

15 Long bare 

48 Attitortaa 

73 Interfered 

97 Distant 

17 Comic 8aM 

48 Perfume 

wMt 

99 Musician's 

21 MleaDoooe 

Ingredient 

74 Ataino event 

asset 

23 Comic Martha 

50 Evicts 

77 Treoe of 

100 Certain 

25 Lire some hair 

54 Sword 

color 
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ACROSS 

IhycMc'B 

IB Freshly 

31 Tugboat 

49 Western campus 

aba&ytabbr. 

10 Pan of 

32 Mkfnay 

tetters 

4 Jet plane 
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attraction 
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Last Week's Cryptograms 


Old-fashioned cook tinted baking or grandmother's Taney cookies by 
grandfather's fancy clock. 

Antique ladderback chair requires big repairs when weighty lady 
lowers her bulk precipitously. 


Coyote eyed big cowboy with new poncho riding to town on red pony. 
The aby boy saw red and hi t the big dog who bit bis pet pig and ran oft 


rila dorian 
8 MacGnwataL 

10 Of tints 

11 ToU 

13 Devoutneaa 

14 Early show 
IB Sendee 


21 

23 Native at 
stiff. 

24 O.T. book 

25 Begins 

27 Bone: pref. 
29 Sfamgy 


i been 


tfUquof 


80 Prelecting 
part 


37 A prena t al 

38 CaL abbr. 

40 Restaurant 

a n tpk tya e 

42 Time of Ha 

43 Lab butter 

44 Of* 

45 Two of a kind 
<7 Place of «odt 


62 Datamation 
53 Part 

65 ObUgabons 
58 Make Into law 

57 Rome baa seven 

58 Arthur of 
temtls 

69 Multitude 
60 Turf 
B1 Light meal 


2. 


DOWN 

1 Upper crust 

2 Do in 

3 Ci IPc tr s 

4 DeS Ham 

5 Window blind 
part 

8 Certain bona 
7 Always 

poetkaiy 

9 Poem 

10 rta ramp 
12 DaBa or 


13 Budties 

14 Rumple 

15 Female 
animal 

IB Pot forward 
17 Burma's capital 
19 Feed fora 


28 Knitter's 


20 Vatic abbr. 

21 Seats 

22 Plunder 

28 Sign of Stags 


30 Woric at 

31 Mao — lung 

33 Choir's place 

34 Meeting 

X Tries for 
office 

39 Naan or tenon 

40 Re cu rring 


42 Color 
49 Notable 


44 Payable 
4fi Wes without 
48 Fetches 
SO Hea p up 
52 City In 


41 


■pKaJ 


54 Repeat 

55 Terrible 
57 Megititn’s 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

TOURS BLIGTNUSE BHGGTSXRN US LSfa 
PNUESXOK FTWRNB PULSX ALQR DEB- 
IRNQ AUB FHNBW ESRGK. —By Earl Cranston 
PRYHPKIZ GRL SI K P I SICK GIEONOXI, 
SYK ZIBPOCKONSFPL O DOXE FEYHPOXH 
SUDYFFL EO.DDONYPK UPlX o*G OFF. 

— By Len Sherry 

SOO VMIZOTTLIRWB GALBCOM IZ WXOU- 
LP WT BOY PLSPUOET TLXVBE FBIYT 
RI GIARCWME. -By Ahrin B. Leber 

NOT WORK JB LUKHDOYAKD WHY 2UJLY 
WOLKJCL JB BACK LUHDNO TO CWRL 

—By Ed Haddlesoa 
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